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Introduction
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam is located in Southeast Asia and is bordered on the north and northeast
by China; on the east and south  by the South China Sea, which includes  the Gulf of Tonkin in the
northeast and the Gulf of Thailand in the southwest; and on the west by Cambodia and Laos.
In the South China Sea both Viet Nam and China claim sovereignty over the Truong Sa (Spratly/Nansha)
and Hoang Sa (Paracels/Xisha) archipelagos.

Viet Nam’s approximately 3,444 km of coastline includes a number of inshore islands and two offshore
archipelagos. Much of the undeveloped coastline and nearshore area consists of mangrove forests,
seagrass beds, coral reefs, estuaries and tidal mudflats.
Three Marine National Parks (Cat Ba, Con Dao and Hon Mun), 5 Marine Nature Species/Habitat
Conservation Areas (Co To, Con Co, Hai Van [Son Tra], Hon Cau, and Truong Sa) and 6 Marine Nature
Reserves (Tran Island, Bach Long Vi, Hon Me, Cu-Lao-Cham, Phu Quy and Phu Quoc) are listed as
marine protected areas. 6 of the areas are in the north, 6 in the central region, one in the southeast and
one in the southwest.

Several sites provide specific habitat for a variety of marine species. Xuan Thuy Natural Wetland which
has mangroves and mudflats critical for water and shore birds; Mui Ca Mau National Park which also
supports wintering and migrating waterbirds in its mangroves and on its tidal flats, as well as the hairy-
nosed otter. Con Dao National Park’s coral reefs, seagrass beds, intertidal flats and mangroves host
dugong and nesting sites for four species of sea turtle.

At Risk Wildlife
In this section, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These
are species included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk -
Vulnerable to extinction (V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian species – Viet Nam sits within the East Asian Flyway, a major migratory path for birds. Coastal
areas and wetlands provide critical feeding, resting and wintering grounds for many of these birds. In
particular the Mekong Delta is considered a priority conservation area. Migration peaks in mid-spring and
mid-autumn.
Species of special concern include Baer’s pochard (CR), white shouldered ibis (CR), giant ibis (CR),
spoon-billed sandpiper (CR), scaly-sided merganser (E), white-winged duck (E), masked finfoot (E),black-
faced spoonbill (E), white-eared night-heron (E), Far Eastern curlew (E), great knot (E), spotted
greenshank (E), black-bellied tern (E) , common pochard (V), sarus crane (V), lesser adjutant (V), Asian
woollyneck (V), Chinese egret (V), Indian skimmer (V), and Saunders’ gull (V).

Marine mammals – a variety of whales and dolphins are found throughout Viet Nam’s waters, including the
major delta and river systems leading to the seas. Species of special concern include the dugong (V)
which spends much of its time in seagrass beds, the Irrawaddy dolphin (E) which may be found in major
rivers as well as along nearshore areas, the Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (V), and Indo-Pacific finless
porpoise (V), two more riverine and nearshore species which do not migrate.

While not technically a marine mammal, the hairy-nosed otter (E) forages in the intertidal zone.

Marine reptiles – Many coastal provinces in Viet Nam have nesting populations of sea turtles. Nesting
species include green (E), hawksbill (CR), olive ridley (V) and leatherback (V). Loggerhead turtles (V)
forage in Viet Nam’s waters but do not nest in the country. The majority of nesting sites occur along the
central coast, however Quang Ninh in the north and Binh Thuan on the coast and Con Dao offshore in the
south also host nesting sites. Spring is nesting season and young hatch approximately 8 to 12 weeks later.
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Regional Seas
Pacific Ocean (Southeast)
Gulf of Thailand (Southwest
Gulf of Tonkin (Northeast)
East Sea/South China Sea (East)

The Mekong Delta in the south and the Red River Delta in the north, while not technically seas, contain
significant marine environments.

Past experience
In 1994, a ship collision caused a 200-ton oil slick in the Long Tau River near Ho Chi Minh City with reports
of fish and wildlife being impacted. In 2001, resort beaches of Vung Tau were oiled by 1900 gallons of
diesel, however, there were no reports of wildlife being oiled. In 2003, 600 tonnes of fuel oil hit the same
area after a ship sank, again with no reports of oiled wildlife.
In 2007, a mystery slick, possibly from a damaged Chinese oil rig, impacted the central and southern coast
with a nature reserve noted for its sea turtles being affected. In 2008 1,500 tonnes of diesel spilled, again
in the Vung Tau, from a capsized tanker and in 2015 another spill affected 5 km in the same area. No
information regarding oiled wildlife is available for these later spills.
Between 2005 and 2019, more than 200 oil spills, most of them minor incidents, have been reported in
industrial areas, along pipeline routes and in heavily trafficked inland waterways.

Response: the role of the authorities
The National Committee for Search and Rescue (VINASARCOM) is the lead agency for oil spill response,
responsible for implementation of the National Contingency Plan, which was ratified in 2001.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MoNRE) is responsible for natural resource damage
assessment, working closely with VINASARCOM during responses.

The country has three response centres, The National Central Oil Spill Response Center on the central
coast with two bases, the National Southern Oil Spill Response Center in the south and the National
Northern Oil Spill Response enter. These centers have Tier 1 and 2 capacity but the country would require
international assistance for larger spills.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines nor response plan for oiled wildlife.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
It is likely that rehabilitation would be allowed, however there is limited capacity in the country.

Impact assessment
There is no formal impact assessment process in place, however, the Ho Chi Minh University of Science’s
Environmental Science department and researchers from the Centre for Biodiversity Conservation and
Endangered Species (CBES) may be able to assist in this process.

Notification and early response
There is no method for notification of and early response to oiled wildlife.

Wildlife responders
There are no experienced marine wildlife responders in Viet Nam, however both the Viet Nam Marine
Mammal Network and CBES may be able to assist with rescue and care of marine mammals and sea
turtles. Personnel from the sea turtle conservation project in the Con Dao Marine National Park may also
be able to assist with these species.
The Viet Nature Conservation Centre, the country’s Birdlife International partner, may play a role in avian
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response.

The staff and students of the Ho Chi Minh University of Science programmes in Environmental Science
and Biology may be able to assist in responses. WildAct Viet Nam focuses on engaging young adults and
children in conservation and environment issues and may be able to provide support services during a
response.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The Center for Biodiversity Conservation and Endangered Species works with Animals Asia and the Ho
Chi Minh University of Science.
In 2014 Vietnam became a member state of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership, an
organisation which includes governments, international NGOs, intergovernmental organisations and
members of the international business sector working to protect migratory waterbirds, their habitats and
the livelihoods of people dependent on them.
Viet Nam is a signatory to the Regional Programme for the Prevention and Management of Marine
Pollution in the East Asian Seas together with Cambodia, China, PDR Korea and the Republic of Korea, as
well as the Joint Statement on Oil Spill Response in the Gulf of Thailand (PEMSEA initiative) together with
Cambodia and Thailand.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for marine wildlife rehabilitation in Viet Nam.

Current processes
In February of 2020 Viet Nam participated in a GI-SEA training workshop with Cambodia and Thailand and
an IMO Train the Trainer workshop on OPRC with Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand in
2019.

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile (2020)
GI-SEA Country Profile
Viet Nam: Disaster Management Reference Handbook (2018) (https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/2018%20Vietnam%20Disaster%20Management%20Reference%20Handbook.pdf)
Viet Nam Oil Spill Preparedness and Response: Current Status and Recommendations, VINASARCOM
National Southern Oil Spill Response Center (NASOS) (2014)
Birdlife International Country Profile
Sea Alarm East Asia Regional Wildlife Response Profile v07 2020
East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) website (https://www.eaaflyway.net/)

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.

4© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2020
This Country Wildlife Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms and Conditions


