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Introduction
Saudi Arabia is bordered by the Gulf of Aqaba and the Red Sea to the west, Yemen and Oman to the south, Bahrain,
Dubai, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and the Arabian Gulf to the east and Kuwait, Iraq and Jordan to the north.
The country’s 2,640 km of coastline is divided between the Gulf of Aqaba/Red Sea (1800 km) and the Arabian Gulf
(840 km).

At Risk Wildlife
Avian species – a variety of avian species are found in coastal areas including spoonbills, egrets, herons, pelicans
and plover. Tarut Bay and other tidal flats on the Arabian Gulf coast are important areas for wintering and migratory
shorebirds with 1-2 million birds of 125 species found during these times.
Feruginous duck, great knot, great snipe, black-winged pratincole, bar-tailed godwit, Eurasian and slender-billed
curlew, Socotra cormorant, sociable lapwing and white-eyed gull are among the IUCN listed species found in Saudi
Arabia.

Marine mammals – Dugongs are common off the Saudi coast. In all, 14 marine mammal species, including beaked
whales and spinner, common and Risso’s dolphins, have been reported in Saudi waters. Large whales are
uncommon.

Marine reptiles – five species of sea turtle (hawksbill, green, leatherback, loggerhead and Olive Ridley) are found in
the region. Hawksbill and green turtles nest on the coasts and islands of the country
Ten species of sea snakes are found in the coastal waters of Saudi Arabia, most in shallow waters.

Regional Seas
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA)
Arabian Gulf (ROPME)

Past experience
Saudi Arabia gained considerable experience from the oiled wildlife response in the aftermath of major oil spills
caused by the Iran-Iraq and Kuwait-Iraq Wars (resp. 1980-1988 and 1991). Oiled wildlife responders from Europe
(UK, Netherlands, Belgium) were invited to assist with oiled wildlife rehabilitation for many months. Counts of dead
seabirds including the threatened Socotra cormorant, along the northern Arabian Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia indicated
that at least 30,000 wintering seabirds were killed by the Gulf War oil spills during January-April 1991.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Presidency of Meteorology and Environment (PME) of the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Defence and Aviation
oversees all environmental matters under the National Contingency Plan for Combating Marine Pollution by Oil and
Other Harmful Substances in Emergencies. Under the plan there are separate, equivalent Area Operation
Committees and an Environmental Protection Coordinating Committees for the Gulf Coast and for the Red Sea.

The Saudi Wildlife Authority (formerly the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development or
NCWCD) sits on relevant committees within the PME, however the role it would take in an oiled wildlife response is
not clear.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no published national guidelines for oiled wildlife response however some oil companies operating in Saudi
Arabia are developing contingency plans, which include response to wildlife.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
The authorities most likely will allow the rehabilitation of oiled wildlife. During the 1991 oil spill, in a post-war situation,
the rehabilitation of oiled wildlife was a high priority and fully supported by the government.

Impact assessment
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On-going research into the impacts of the 1991 Gulf War spill is being conducted by the Jubail Marine Wildlife
Sanctuary, which was established following that incident. It is likely that personnel from this project would be involved
in impact assessment under the direction of the Saudi Wildlife Authority.

Notification and early response
There is no published formal notification and response system in Saudi Arabia, however, some oil companies
operating in the country are developing wildlife response plans which include recommendations for notification and
early response systems to involve national and governmental bodies.

Wildlife responders
Support in an incident may be provided by the Kingdom’s facilities at Thumama and Taif. The Saudi Wildlife Authority
(SWA) coordinates the National Wildlife Research Centre (located near Taif and the King Khalid Wildlife Research
Centre at Thumama, which is managed by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) for the SWA.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The history of cooperation between Saudi authorities and international NGOs in the spills related to the Iran-Iraq and
Kuwait-Iraq Wars suggests that the country would welcome cooperative efforts.
Saudi Arabia is a signatory, along with Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen, to the Regional
Convention for the Conservation of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden Environment (Jeddah Convention, PERSGA)
and the Kuwait Convention for Cooperation on the Protection of the Marine Environment from Pollution (ROPME Sea
Area-Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman) with Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the UAE.

Permanent facilities
The rehabilitation facilities at Jubail Marine Wildlife Sanctuary have the capacity to accommodate 20 oiled birds.
There is a small mobile unit for the cleaning of oiled birds. If more capacity is needed, a temporary facility would need
to be developed.

Current processes
Several oil companies operating in the region are developing wildlife response contingency plans.
ROPME holds regular regional meetings regarding oil spill response.

Documentation and references
General references
General references
Saudi Arabia ITOPF profile (2009)
Birdlife International Country Profile

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country
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