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Introduction
The Russian part of the Caspian coast, which is 695 km long, occupies the northern and northwest parts of the
Caspian Sea region.

Its coastline is characterised by rich wetlands. These, are important wintering grounds and attract large birds
populations particularly since the Caspian lies on the path of several major migration routes.  They also provide
important resting, feeding and breeding grounds for species including grebes, cormorants, herons and ibises.

The Deltas of the Volga, Terek and Sulak rivers are situated within the Russian Caspian Region, which have great
importance for the wildlife. A large portion of the Volga River delta is designated as a world biosphere site, and
approximately half of the delta consists of wetlands protected by the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. The
Astrakhan Biosphere Reserve consists of three sections (Obzhorovski, Trekhizbinski and Damchikski) situated in the
eastern, central and western parts of the Volga delta, and provides a strategic stopover location for East-African,
Mediterranean and Central Asian waterfowl migration routes. Millions of birds from dozens of species use these
globally significant migration paths. In the summer, the delta is home to a minimum of 400,000 ducks. In the winter,
hundreds of thousands of ducks, swans and coots inhabit the area. During the mating season, the region hosts
approximately 36,000 pairs of Cormorants, 5,500 pairs of Great White Herons (Ardea herodias occidentalis), 1,800
pairs of Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), 280 pairs of spoonbills, 7,000 pairs of Mute Swans (Cygnus olor), and as
many as 130,000 pairs of Common Coots (Fulica atra). In all, more than 280 bird species are found in the lower
Volga region alone.

Other Specially Protected Natural Territories (SPNT) of the Russian Caspian Region includes the North-Western part
of the Caspian Sea, wetlands in the lower Volga delta and the Daghestankyi State Natural Reserve. The latest
consists of two sections: Kizlyarski Zaliv (Bay of Kizlyar) and Sarykumskie Barkhany (Sarykum Barkhans) in the
Republic of Daghestan. It is the migration route of birds moving between the Kzyl-Agach (Azerbaijan) and Astrakhan
reserves. Waterfowls nest and winter there. During migrations, the most numerous species are ducks (mallard,
pintail, gadwall, teals, etc.), geese (bean goose, grey-lag goose) and gulls. Also observable are flamingo, Dalmatian
and roseate pelicans, Indian gallinule (Porphyrio Poliocephalus), red-breasted goose (Branta ruficollis) golden eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos), little bustard (Tetrax tetrax) and great bustard (Otis tarda) that are included in the Red Book of
Russia and the IUCN List.

The Russian part of the Caspian, especially the shallow water and the mouths of the rivers, is also the spawning and
growing grounds of the most commercially valuable species of fish including 5 of the Caspian sturgeon species that
lives in the Caspian.

The Caspian Seal (Phoca caspica), one of only two species of freshwater seals in the world, inhabits the Caspian. In
winter, seals are concentrated in the Northern Caspian at the edge of the ice cover. In summer, seals migrate to the
Middle and Southern Caspian for fattening. High numbers of these seals can be observed during the autumn period
(October - November) on shell-composed islands in the eastern part of the Northern Caspian and on sandy spits of
the Southern Caspian (Krylov, 1982, 1986). However, the largest numbers of the Caspian Seals have been observed
during winter in icy areas of the Northern Caspian throughout the reproduction and molting seasons (Mammals of
Kazakhstan, 1981).

The Caspian Sea has a high probability of oil spills because of complex hydrometeorological conditions, high intensity
of shipping, numerous ports and port points, navigable routes, significant volumes of oil, as the Caspian basin is rich
in commercially developable hydrocarbon deposits and oil product carriage. Two of the four most affected areas
distinguished in the Caspian Sea  Baku-Apsheron (1), Makhachkala-Derbent (2), the Astrakhan roadstead and the
Volga-Caspian canal (3) and Turkmenbashi (4)  border on the Russian coastal areas. The port of Astrakhan
houses bulk oil terminals and is the port of transit for ships from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Iran and Turkmenistan
Possible accidents at pipelines transporting oil produced in Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan to the Black Sea ports is also
noted. Moreover, the Caspian Sea, known for its hard storms and severe ice conditions (northern part), runs the risk
of accidents at drilling platforms. The north Caspian is incredibly shallow (2-3 meters in some places) and an oil spill
would devastate the area’s wildlife.
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Caspian Sea

Past experience
There have not yet been any serious oil spills in the Caspian Sea.
Reports on deliberate discharges of pollutants from ships exist. Single large-scale pollutant discharges during
accidents at enterprises and treatment facilities as well as from in operational state of various sewerage systems of
enterprises, farms and human settlements in the coastal zone has polluted specially the areas around Astrakhan and
Makhachkala.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Russian Federal Contingency Plan for Oil Spill Prevention and Response at Sea was developed on the order of
the RF Ministry of Transport and adopted by RF Ministry of Transport, RF Ministry of Natural Resources, RF Ministry
of Civil Defense Issues and Emergency Situation and Response to Natural Disasters (EMERCOM) in July 2003.
The Caspian littoral States have drafted a 'Caspian Sea Plan Concerning Regional Co-Operation in Combating Oil
Pollution in Cases of Emergency' and whilst proposing communication and coordination mechanisms between
governments, it does not contain specific reference to oiled wildlife response.

The competent national authority for oil spill management and clean-up at sea is the State Marine Pollution Control &
Salvage Administration (SMPCSA) of the Ministry of Transport. The State Marine Pollution Control, Salvage and
Rescue Administration (MPCSA) which includes the State Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination Centre
(SMRRC) in Moscow and the eight Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination SubCentre (MRRC) spread along the
regions, serves as the national and international contact point for marine pollution emergency situations. The Ministry
of Emergency Situations (EMERCOM) is responsible for the shore clean-up operations, in cooperation with local
municipalities.

The Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources of the
Russian Federation (MNR) will assume responsibility for an oiled wildlife response. The Commission on Prevention
and Response to Emergency Situations and on Securing of Fire Safety, which consists on representatives of relevant
federal, regional and municipal bodies plays a coordinator role for an oiled wildlife response.

The ‘Oil Spill Preparedness Regional Initiative Caspian Sea – Black Sea – Central
Eurasia' (OSPRI) has been established by a group of oil companies to work cooperatively with governments to
promote spill response capability in the region.

The Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (the ‘Tehran
Convention’) entered into force on 12 August 2006.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
Russia (Caspian Sea) does not have an oiled wildlife response plan in place. However, very basic guidelines have
been addressed in the Oil Spill Contingency Plan.

Response objectives and strategy
No strategy has been predefined

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
The authorities will allow the rehabilitation of the oiled animals. However, most likely national NGOs do not have local
expertise or facilities, thus the direction and oversight of any wildlife response team will most likely be undertaken by
international expertise.
As yet neither protocols on rehabilitation of oiled wildlife nor safety protocols for responders do not exist.

Impact assessment
Dead seals will be collected and made available for scientific impact assessment at the Caspian Seal Conservation
Network (CSCN) and in particular the CSCN focal point in Russia, the International Oceanographic Institute (IOI)
based at the University of Astrakhan. Post-mortem investigation and extensive tissue sampling for diagnostic analysis
and population health screening and additional analyses will be carried out. Post-mortems will be conducted
according to a standard protocol used by the Marine Mammal Stranding project, Institute of Zoology (London) in the
United Kingdom.
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The corpses of dead birds will be collected for counting and will be disposing afterwards. Post-spill impact studies
have not been conducted.
.

Notification and early response
In case of an oil spill incident, the Ministry of Transport will be informed.
In case of an oiled wildlife incident, a formal notification scheme is not in place, but the Ministry of Emergency
Situations (EMERCOM) can be expected to notify Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service of
the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation (MNR).

Wildlife responders
No oiled wildlife responders were identified in Caspian Sea, Russia. There is neither reference of the existence of a
wildlife rehabilitation centre nor oiled wildlife response expertise.

Most likely the International Fund for animal Welfare (IFAW) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) would be
leading the oiled wildlife response. Greenpeace and Wetlands International have an office in Russia as well. The US
based international NGO Crude Accountability is actively involved in programmes and projects in relation to oil and
gas industry in the Black and the Caspian Sea. In 2003-2004, a programme aiming to raise awareness on the
importance of public participation in the preparation and implementation of oil spill prevention and response
measures in the Caspian Sea basin was organized by Crude Accountability. In the event of an oil spill, it would
distribute information to their network of contacts throughout Russia’s Caspian coastline.

It is not clear which national organisations should be able to assist during an oiled wildlife incident. However, the
Russian Bird Conservation Union (RBCU), which acts as the Birdlife International Partner in Russia, an active
Russian NGO focused on the protection of Russian bird diversity. RBCU has regional branches through Russia. The
Russian Regional Environmental Centre (RREC), which assists in the co-operation at international, national and
regional levels among different stakeholders addressing environmental problems, could be useful as well. The
Caspian Environment Programme (CEP), a regional umbrella programme established by the Caspian Littoral states
to achieve the goal of environmentally sustainable development and management of the Caspian environment, has a
list of environmental NGOs working in the Caspian Region.

For further information on wildlife responders in Russia see the Country Wildlife Response Profile (Black Sea, Baltic
Sea).

Marine mammals
Marine Mammal Council (MMC) is the main Russian NGO dealing with marine. Most Russian marine mammal
researchers are members of MMC. The Caspian Seal Conservation Network (CSCN) http://www.caspianseal.
org/cscn, closely linked with the Caspian Environment Programme and with the wider Bioresources Network in the
Caspian, is a specialised group of seal scientists doing research on seal number and habitats, migration pattern, diet,
health status, genetics and mortality diagnostic analysis and others. In Russia, the International Oceanographic
Institute (IOI) based at the University of Astrakhan is the CSCN focal point. There is also a Caspian International Seal
Survey team.

At the regional level, the Caspian Environment Programme (CEP), the Regional Ecological Center of Central Asia
(CAREC), the Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CENN) may be able to provide useful information in the
aftermath of a future incident.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The cooperation in the field of oiled wildlife response activities between the stakeholders and the authorities are
conducted in the framework of the Commission on Prevention and Response to Emergency Situations and on
Securing of Fire Safety.

Permanent facilities
Not available, but most likely permanent facilities for such an oiled wildlife response are non existent.

Current processes
n.a
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Documentation and references
General references
http://www.itopf.com/information-services/country-profiles/documents/caspiansea.pdf
http://www.zin.ru/projects/caspdiv/biodiversity_report.html
P:\Documents\2009_2007_Country Profiles\Caspian sea\Russia_eng-rtf.rtf.3/03/09
http://www.caspianenvironment.org/report_miscell1.htm
http://www.globaloceans.org/icm/profiles/Russia.html
http://www.globaloceans.org/icm/profiles/russia_cs.html

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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