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Introduction
The Russian Black Sea coastline is about 475 km long. Forty five rivers flow into the Black Sea from the Russian
territory.

There are many important bird areas all along the Black Sea coast. They are breeding and wintering sites for geese,
ducks, swans, shelducks, warblers, wheathers, storks, gulls and raptors. A considerable number of wetlands –
swamps, marshes and lakes, are of special significance for the wintering of resident and migrant birds and are
therefore defined as Ramsar Sites. In the Russian Black Sea coast, the majority of coastal wetlands are situated in
the eastern and northerneastern regions of the Azov Sea. Along the coast, there is an extensive network of
floodplains, deltas, limans and lagoons, supporting high biodiversity. Coastal wetlands still maintain bird bazaars on
islands. Habitats for wintering birds are located here. Chiefly, the most intensive flyways of waterbirds and other bird
species pass here.

The Russian Important Bird Areas around the Kerch Strait are as follow: the eastern coast of the Sea of Azov (IBA#
151), important numbers of Dalmatian Pelicans Pelecanus crispus, Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus, Spoonbill
Platalea leucorodia, Whooper Swan Cygnus Cygnus, White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala, waders, and Great
Black-headed Gulls Larus ichthyaetus are listed for the lower reaches and delta of the Kuban river, as well as
adjacent coastal shallows of the Sea of Azov, including both open and closed bays and lagoons (salt-lakes). The
habitat is described as wetland, including coastal lagoon, standing fresh water, standing brackish water and salt
water (including marine areas) (Sviridova 2000).

The Kiziltash limans (IBA #152) is a closed bay with shallow water, islands and coastal inlets where a variety
of waders, gulls and terns is found breeding. Listed species include Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo, Greylag
Goose Anser anser, Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta, Great Black-headed
Gull Larus ichthyaetus, Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus, Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans, and five
tern species (Sviridova 2000).
The Akhtarski and Sladki Liman Temporary Reserve (118 340 ha) comprises vast lowlands along the southeast Azov
Sea coast. These are shallow salty lakes connected by a dense network of canals overgrown with vegetation.
Seabirds in the reserve are represented by colonies of Dalmatian Pelicans (up to 45 pairs), Common Terns (1600)
and Little Terns (500 pairs). The importance of the reserve increases during seasonal flights when thousands of gulls
and terns and tens of grebes and divers visit (Nankinov 1996).

Three species of marine mammals can be commonly found in the Black Sea including the common dolphin Delphinus
delphis, the bottle-nosed dolphin Tursiops truncatus and the harbor porpoise Phocoena phocoena.

Although the Black Sea is not a major oil production area, the increased transit trade in crude and refined products
raises spill risk. Pipelines currently from Russia, Georgia, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan supply crude to terminals on
the Russian, Ukrainian and Georgian Black Sea coast.  The major risk of spills in the Russian coast of the Black Sea
is in the Kerch strait and near important harbours and oil terminals such as Novorossiysk, Sochi, Tuapse.

Regional Seas
Black Sea
Sea of Azov

Past experience
Russia (Black Sea) has experienced a number of oil spills threading or/and affecting wildlife. The most recent
occurred in November 2007 when a tanker Volganeft-139 broke into two due to a severe storm in the Straight of
Kerch, which connects the Sea of Azov with the Black Sea and spilled 400 tonnes of over 4000 tonnes of heavy oil.
Hundreds of birds, predominantly coots, were affected by the oil. A few oiled cetaceans were reported as well. A
team consisting on representatives from Sea Alarm, Pro-bird Belgium and WWF-Finland travelled on site to assess
together with WWF Russian Caucasus Regional Office the area. The International Fund for Animal Welfare also sent
two experts on site advising the wildlife response on the Russian side. An attempt to collect and rehabilitate oiled
birds was set up by World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and assisted by volunteers and the local NGO "For Taman
Salvation".  According to the Ministry of Emergency Situations (EMERCOM), 5186 birds were oiled. In total, 115 oiled
birds that were collected and brought into a very basic camp to rehabilitate. On site, both teams decided that an
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attempt to rehabilitate oiled birds (predominantly coots) was not possible due to the lack of appropriate facilities in the
area, therefore effective rehabilitation was not guaranteed and animal welfare requirements were not fully met. During
a few months later, Watch on the North Caucasus with the cooperation of the Crude accountability and the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) surveyed the beaches of the Taman Peninsula to monitor the status of the beaches. Although
both organisations advised that euthanasia of the captured animals was the most reasonable response option, the
local responders made an attempt to rehabilitate the animals, but none of them survived in the process.
Two cetaceans on the Russian site were found dead ashore most likely a bottlenose dolphin and a harbour porpoise.
The carcasses were thrown out before the experts arrived. As no post-mortem examination was carried out, the
causes of death were not identified. In Ukraine, the Brema Laboratory, who acts as a coordinating centre of the
Ukrainian National Network for Cetaceans Monitoring and Conservation (NNCC), together with the Black Sea Council
for Marine Mammals (BSCMM), and the Southern Research Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography were
involved in assessing and monitoring the situation.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Russian Federal Contingency Plan for Oil Spill Prevention and Response at Sea was developed on the order of
the RF Ministry of Transport and adopted by RF Ministry of Transport, RF Ministry of Natural Resources, RF Ministry
of Civil Defense Issues and Emergency Situation and Response to Natural Disasters (EMERCOM) in July 2003.

Russian Regional Contingency Plan for Oil Spill Prevention and Response at the Black and Azov Seas Area exists
since 1999, and has been updated in 2002. Pending approval procedures.

The competent national authority for oil spill management and clean-up at sea is the State Marine Pollution Control &
Salvage Administration (SMPCSA) of the Ministry of Transport. The State Marine Pollution Control & Salvage and
Rescue Administration (MPCSA) which includes the State Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination Centre
(SMRRC) in Moscow and the eight Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination SubCentre (MRRC) spread along the
regions, serves as the national and international contact point for marine pollution emergency situations. The Ministry
of Emergency Situations (EMERCOM) is responsible for the shore clean-up operations, in cooperation with local
municipalities.

The Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources of the
Russian Federation (MNR) will assume responsibility for an oiled wildlife response. The Commission on Prevention
and Response to Emergency Situations and on Securing of Fire Safety, which consists on representatives of relevant
federal, regional and municipal bodies plays a coordinator role for an oiled wildlife response.

The Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (the Black Sea Commission or BSC) via its
Permanent Secretariat is the intergovernmental body established in implementation of the Convention on the
Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (Bucharest Convention), its Protocols and the Strategic Action Plan for
the Rehabilitation and Protection of the Black Sea.

The ‘Oil Spill Preparedness Regional Initiative Caspian Sea – Black Sea – Central
Eurasia' (OSPRI) has been established by a group of oil companies to work cooperatively with governments to
promote spill response capability in the region.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
Russia (Black Sea) does not have an oiled wildlife response plan in place. However, very basic guidelines have been
addressed in the Oil Spill Contingency Plan.

Response objectives and strategy
No strategy has been predefined

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
The authorities will allow the rehabilitation of the oiled animals. According to the Ministry of Natural Resources,
personnel for rescuing and rehabilitating oiled wildlife were trained in January 2008. However, most likely national
NGOs do not have local expertise or facilities, thus the direction and oversight of any wildlife response team will most
likely be undertaken by international expertise.
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Some local organizations that were involved in the Volganeft-139 oil spill, might be aware of international guidelines
of good practice.
As yet neither protocols on rehabilitation of oiled wildlife nor safety protocols for responders do not exist.

Impact assessment
The corpses of dead animals will be collected for counting before the will be disposed of by the authorities. Post-spill
impact studies have not been conducted.

Notification and early response
In case of an oil spill incident, the Ministry of Transport will be informed. Subsequently the
In case of an oiled wildlife incident, a formal notification scheme is not in place, but the Ministry of Emergency
Situations (EMERCOM) can be expected to notify Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service of
the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation (MNR).

Wildlife responders
No wildlife responders were identified in Black Sea, Russia.

Most likely the International Fund for animal Welfare (IFAW) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) would be
leading the oiled wildlife response. Greenpeace and Wetlands International have an office in Russia as well.
Wetlands International has also a Black Sea Office in the Ukraine. The US based international NGO Crude
Accountability is actively involved in programmes and projects in relation to oil and gas industry in the Black and the
Caspian Sea.

However, a few organisations could provide useful information and local knowledge during an oiled wildlife incident:
The Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CEEN) aims to foster sustainable development in the Caucasus region
and it has been active during 10 years.
The Office for Russia of the Black Sea NGO Network (BSNN), a regional association of NGOs from all Black Sea
countries established ten years ago, would also provide with contacts and useful information. Nine Russian  NGOs
belong to that network including the Center for Environmental Education “Aqua” (Novorossiysk), the Regional
Environmental Movement “Green Don” (Novocherkassk), the Krasnodar Regional Public Environmental Organization
‘Environmental Course’ (Anapa), the Black Sea Socio-Ecological Centre (Genendzhik), the Rostov Regional Public
Environmental Movement “New Wave” (Rostov-on-Don), the Sochi Department of Russian Geographical Society,
Sochi and the Environmental Club “Lotus”, the North Caucasus Environmental Watch and the Independent
Environmental Service (IES).The latest two, are the two most active ones. The NGO "Saving Taman" was involved as
well with the oiled wildlife response. The Biodiversity Conservation Center (BCC), a nonprofit, non-governmental
organization working for restoration and protection of pristine nature all over Northern Eurasia should be also useful
for contacts and information.
Birds
The Russian Bird Conservation Union (RBCU), which acts as the Birdlife International Partner in Russia, is an active
Russian NGO focused on the protection of Russian bird diversity. RBCU has regional branches through Russia. In
the aftermath of the Volganeft-139 oil spill, RBCU followed closely the spill and information on Bird Hazing techniques
was requested to Sea alarm.

Marine mammals
The Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution of Russian Academy of Science runs the Utrish Marine Mammal
Research Station, located in between Anapa and Novorossiysk (the busiest port of Russian Black Sea). A specialized
veterinarian team on marine mammals worked year round there. However, at least for the last ten years, any dolphin
was brought for rehabilitation to the centre. Marine Mammal Council (MMC) is the main Russian NGO dealing with
marine mammals. Most Russian marine mammal researchers are members of MMC.
Research on a wide programme entitles "Ecology of Black Sea Dolphins" have been carried out by the following
organisations: the Severtzov Institute of Ecology and Evolution of Russian Academy of Science), the Marine Mammal
Council, the Scientific Research Institute of Fisheries Fleet Designing (GiproRybFlot) of the Russian Federal Agency
on Fishery, All-Russian Research Institute for Nature Protection and "Utrish dolphinarium Ltd."

In an event of an oil spill affecting cetaceans, the Brema Laboratory, in Ukraine, together with the Black Sea Council
for Marine Mammals (BSCMM) could provide distance assistance and advise if stranded cetaceans are found. The
Black Sea Cetacean Stranding Network is not yet developed in Russia coastline.
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Cooperation between stakeholders
The cooperation in the field of oiled wildlife response activities between the stakeholders and the authorities are
conducted in the framework of the Commission on Prevention and Response to Emergency Situations and on
Securing of Fire Safety.

Permanent facilities
There are neither records of any permanent oiled wildlife rescue/rehabilitation facilities nor equipment for treating
oiled wildlife.
There are several captive marine mammal facilities in Russia including, though not limited to, the following:
-Utrish Dolphinarium Ltd. (Moscow, St. Petersburg and Sochi)
-Kislovodsk (under development)
-Poklonny Hill (Moscow)
-Krestovsky Island (St Petersburg)
-Mega Marine LLC (Vladivostok)
-Opo Dolphinarium (Anapa, Black Sea coast)

Current processes
A questionnaire on oiled wildlife response completed by Russia Federation and the other Contracting Parties at
HELCOM RESPONSE have been sent to Sea Alarm and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-Finland). Oiled wildlife
response should become an integrated element in HELCOM RESPONSE’s working programme.

To avoid such oil spill incidents in the future, WWF and other environmental NGOs are developing recommendations
for the Russian government. Among those ones, it has been included that local volunteers should be trained to
respond to oil spills (WWF has already been training clean-up teams on the Russian coast of the Barents Sea for
several years).

Documentation and references
General references
http://www.blacksea-commission.org/main.htm
http://www.crudeaccountability.org/en/index.php?page=taman-press
http://www.unep.org/regionalseas/programmes/nonunep/blacksea/instruments/r_profile_bs.pdf
http://www.oiledwildlife.eu
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Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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