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Introduction
Romania is situated in the north of the Balkan Peninsula. It is bordered to the North and Northeast by Ukraine and 
Moldova, to the East by the Black Sea, to the South by Bulgaria, to the Southwest by Serbia, and to the West by 
Hungary. The country has 225 km of coastline.

The Danube Delta is one of the world's largest wetlands which provides a critical refuge for several globally threatened
species and an important breeding site for hundreds of bird species. It is home to about 330 bird species, including 70%
of the world’s population of white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), and 60% of the world’s pygmy cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax pygmeus). The delta is home to a remarkable population of glossy ibis, spoonbill, different species of 
egrets and herons. Most of the European freshwater fish species exist in the delta.

The Romanian coast is home to the three species of marine mammals found in the Black Sea, including the Black Sea
Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncates ponticus) and the Black Sea Harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena relicta), 
both classified as endangered species in the IUCN Red list 2008, and the Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis).

Romania has become a major conduit point for Caucasus and Caspian Sea oil seeking routes to markets other than 
through Russia.

Regional Seas
Black Sea

Past experience
There have been no major oil spills in Romanian waters.

Response: the role of the authorities
Romania has a National Contingency Plan which has  in place since 2004. It was updated in 2006.

The Romanian Naval Authority of the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure is responsible for at-sea spill response 
operations.

The Ministry of Administration and Interior is the competent authority dealing with oil spills and would coordinate all 
operations. Under this Ministry, Operative Command for marine pollution response with a Permanent Secretariat has 
been established.  A Marine Pollution Advisory Committee has also been created.

Oiled wildlife response rests under the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MEF). Emergency Situations Management
of MEF would most likely be the Department in charge. The Environment Protection Agency and the National Institute 
for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa” would most likely assist with an oiled wildlife response.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
An oiled wildlife response plan is not in place.

Response objectives and strategy
No reference
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Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
In case of an oiled wildlife incident, the authorities will allow the rehabilitation of oiled wildlife.

Impact assessment
It is likely that dead corpses will be brought to the National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore 
Antipa” and Oceanic Club veterinarians may also be involved.

Notification and early response
The Maritime Co-ordination Center (MCC), and specifically, the MRCC Constanta, which has been designated as 
Maritime National Operational Contact Point within the Romanian Naval Authority will notify to the Permanent 
Secretariat.

Wildlife responders
Romania does not have permanent wildlife rehabilitation centre or organisations that are highly experienced with the 
rescue and rehabilitation of oiled marine and coastal wildlife. Nevertheless, there are a few organisations that could 
provide useful information and local knowledge during an oiled wildlife incident, which are the Oceanic Club, Mare 
Nostrum and the Romanian Ornithological Society. The Oceanic Club has some experience in rescuing cetaceans in 
situ (particularly dolphins) and has a team of veterinarians and ecologists who undertake these activities along the 
coast.

Cooperation between stakeholders
NGOs have a good knowledge of each other’s work and activities. . The Oceanic Club has a partnership agreement 
with the Constanta local authority for veterinarian medicine, local administrator of the water bodies along Romanian 
coast, the emergency phone number 112 and the Romanian Border Police Inspectorate for Constanta County.

Permanent facilities
There are no records of permanent facilities in Romania

Current processes
Constanta, Romania was the location for the second biennial Black Sea regional oil spill exercise, RODELTA 2009. This
major event was part of the oil spill preparedness programme held within the framework of the Bucharest Convention, in
coordination with the Black Sea Commission.

Documentation and references
General references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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