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Introduction
The Republic of Namibia is located in southwestern Africa, bordered on the south by South Africa, on the west by the
South Atlantic Ocean, on the north by Angola, and on the east by Botswana and Zimbabwe. Its 1,572 km of coastline
consists of sandy, stony or gravel beaches, offshore islands, islets and reefs to the north and wetlands at Orange
River Mouth, Kunene River Mouth, Walvis Bay, and Sandwich Harbor.

Three coastal RAMSAR sites (the Orange River Mouth on the border with South Africa, Sandwich Harbour and
Walvis Bay on the central coast) are important for both resident and migrant birds as they provide extensive wetlands
for feeding and roosting. Offshore the Namibia Islands Marine Protected Area provides habitat for breeding fur seals
and seabird species including the African penguin Cape Gannet and Maccoa duck, and feeding areas for a variety of
whales and dolphins.
Tsau/Khaeb National Park (formerly Sperrgebiet NP) has important habitat for whales, dolphins, fur seals and
elephant seals. Along the Skeleton Coast in the north of the country are fur seal colonies, as well as important habitat
for migratory birds from November through April. Other areas supporting wildlife include the Cape Cross, and the
Kunene and Hoanib River mouths.

At Risk Wildlife
In this section, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These are species
included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk - Vulnerable to extinction
(V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian species – The coastal wetlands listed above provide important feeding grounds for endemic, wintering, and
migratory shorebirds and waders. Walvis Bay, for example may host up to 100,000 birds during winter and increase
to 250,000 birds during spring and summer. Important coastal seabird breeding sites offshore include Mercury,
Ichaboe, and Possession Islands with significant numbers of African penguin (E), Cape gannet (E), bank cormorant
(E),and Damara tern (V).

Other species of special concern include Tristan albatross (CR), grey-crowned crane (E), Atlantic yellow-nosed
albatross (E), grey-headed albatross (E), Atlantic petrel (E), Cape cormorant (E), Maccoa duck (V), wattled crane (V),
blue crane (V), Leach’s storm-petrel (V), wandering albatross (V), Salvin’s albatross (V), white-chinned petrel (V),
spectacled petrel (V), and slaty egret (V).

Marine mammals – Cape fur seal colonies are found along the Namibian coast at Atlas Bay, Wolf Bay and Cape
Cross. Heaviside’s dolphins, which are now listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List, and southern right
whales inhabit nearshore waters with 10 other species of dolphin and 10 whale species, including blue (E), sei (E), fin
(V) and sperm (V) whales regularly seen offshore.

Although not marine mammals, lions (V) living on the Skeleton Coast are known to prey on marine birds and seals
which may result in secondary contamination.

Marine reptiles – While no sea turtle nesting takes place on Namibian beaches, leatherback (CR) and green (E)
turtles regularly feed in the  highly productive Benguela Current. Sea snakes are found offshore and Nile crocodiles
inhabit river mouths and estuaries.

Regional Seas
South Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
In 2018 a small spill of unknown origin affected Walvis Bay. No wildlife impact was reported.
In 1995 the IRENE suffered hull failure, spilling over 700 tonnes of fuel oil in the Walvis Bay area.

Response: the role of the authorities
Under the National Marine Pollution Contingency Plan (NMPCP), the Minister of Works and Transport (MWT)’s
Directorate of Maritime Affairs oversees spill response with the assistance of a Management Committee (MC)  which
serves as the main focal point and reports to the MWT, and an Operations Team (OT), which supports the MC by
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implementing operational aspects of the plan. The OT is mobilised in Tier 3  Reponses and forms the initial core of
the Incident Management System (IMS). Each littoral region coordinates local administration and operations in their
region and each port is required to have a marine pollution contingency plan.
The MC is charged with ensuring the plan remains current and effective and the Maritime Rescue Centre functions as
the primary Marine Pollution Reporting Centre.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
The NMPCP calls for National Guidelines for Oiled Wildlife Response. This plan is not yet in place but the Ministry of
Environment and Tourism and the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources are the national entities working on
this issue.
Under the NMPCP the Ministry of Tourism and Environment manages and coordinates wildlife response activities.

Response objectives and strategy
The NMPCP calls for the National Guidelines to provide guidance for immediate and effective protection, rescue,
cleaning and rehabilitation of birds, marine mammals, their habitat, and other wildlife resources that are harmed or
potentially harmed by a marine pollution incident.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Rehabilitation would be supported under the NMPCP with euthanasia allowed on a welfare basis.

Impact assessment
The NMPCP calls for impact assessment and documentation and rehabilitation of affected areas. Sensitivity maps
have been developed and are included in the NMPCP. The Ministry of Environment and Tourism, in conjunction with
the MWT, is charged with shoreline response and impact assessment. The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources oversee impact assessment offshore.

Notification and early response
In accordance with the NOSCP, the Response Co-ordinator, having overall command of the response operation,
would decide whether the event required the instigation of the wildlife clean-up unit.

Wildlife responders
The Seabird and Island Section of the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources personnel in Lüderitz handle a
number of birds each year. Dr. Sandra Dantu and Mr. Mark Boorman in Swakopmund, who also rehabilitate a
number of birds would respond in their area.
In larger response situations, the South African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds (SANCCOB) would
be called in to assist.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The staff at the Lüderitz facility works closely with Dr Dantu and Mr. Boorman on marine wildlife issues. In 2018 there
was an H5N8 virus outbreak in seabirds on Halifax Island. SANCCOB assisted the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources in reducing the impact of the outbreak, with further assistance from  the Association of Zoos and Aquaria’s
Saving Animals From Extinction (AZA SAFE) project.
The Lüderitz facility continues to work with SANCCOB and AZA SAFE on further improving the country’s ability to
respond to marine bird incidents.
Namibia is a signatory to the Convention for the Co-operation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and
Coastal environment of the West and Central Region, 1981 (Abidjan Convention), which includes the Protocol
Concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution in Cases of Emergency in the Western and Central African Region.
Namibia is also active in the IMO-IPIECA GlobaI Initiative for West, Central and South Africa (GI-WACAF).

Permanent facilities
The small rehabilitation facility associated with the Seabird and Island Section in Lüderitz would, at present, be able
to handle approximately 40 oiled birds but would need to rely on outside funding for food and other supplies during
any response, as their budget is very limited.
Dr. Sandra Dantu and Mr. Mark Boorman also have a small facility which could handle approximately 30 birds.

Current processes
The NMPCP calls for annual national exercises.
Namibia and Angola held a response exercise, assisted by GI-WACAF in June of 2019 to test National Plans and
communications should a transboundary spill occur. In 2018 Namibia hosted a GI-WACAF workshop on shoreline
response which included representatives from Angola, Cabo Verde, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, The Gambia, Sierra
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Leone and South Africa. Also in 2018, the country held a national training course on preparation for, and response to,
oil spills.

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile
Birdlife International Country Profile
GI-WACAF Country Profile 2017
Namibia National Marine Pollution Contingency Plan 2017
State of the World’s Sea Turtles (SWOT) Special Report: Africa

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
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