
MEXICO
Country Wildlife Response Profiles
A Summary of oiled wildlife response
arrangements and resources worldwide

VERSION

Introduction
Mexico, located in North America, is bounded on the north by the United States; on the west and south by the Pacific
Ocean; on the southeast by Belize, Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea; and on the west by the Gulf of Mexico. The
country’s 11,000 km of coastline varies from sandy beaches, mangroves and coral reefs along the Caribbean coast to
wetlands along the Gulf coast, and sandy beaches, steep cliffs and rocky shores along the Pacific coast and Mar de
Cortez.

In addition to its mainland, Mexico’s coast includes numerous medium to small islands along the Pacific coast and
Sea of Cortez, with a smaller number around the Yucatan Peninsula in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean. The
Mesoamerican Reef System (MAR), which extends from the northern part of the Yucatán Peninsula to the Bay
Islands in Honduras, is unique in the Western Hemisphere in terms of its length, composition of reef types, and
diverse corals and related species.

At Risk Wildlife
In this section, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These are species
included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk - Vulnerable to extinction
(V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian species – The country is home to large numbers of seabirds, both resident and migratory. Between the Baja
Peninsula and mainland Mexico, there are small volcanic islands in the Sea of Cortez, which are feeding and
breeding grounds for thousands of seabirds. The island of Rasa supports the nesting site of the 95% world population
of the Heermann's gull and elegant tern; San Pedro Mártir Island hosts the most important blue-footed booby colony
in the world; Partida Island is of great importance for least and black storm-petrels, and also supports a large colony
of yellow-footed gull. The wetlands along the Mexican coastline consist of numerous large complexes of fresh,
brackish and salt marshes and mangrove swamps, providing wintering and resting sites for various species of aquatic
and shorebird species. The wetlands south of Sonora are a critical part of the Pacific migratory route.

At the tip of the Baja peninsula, the Estero de San José del Cabo, a State Ecological Reserve, includes a coastal
freshwater lagoon that is breached at high tide, which serves as a last rest stop for migratory water- and shorebirds,
as well as hosting some resident species. In Oaxaca, the Dead Sea Lagoon complex includes small lakes, a coastal
wetland, and tidal rivers that support migratory and resident species.

Species of special concern include the Galapagos petrel (CR), Townsend’s shearwater (CR), whooping crane (E),
Ashy and Townsend’s storm-petrels (E),  Guadalupe murrelet (E), long-tailed duck (V), horned grebe (V), Ainley’s
and Leach’s  storm-petrels (V), short-tailed albatross (V), Cook’s, white-necked, Juan Fernandez, and black petrels
(V), Buller’s and pink-footed shearwaters (V), Agami heron (V), black-legged kittiwake (V) and Craveri’s murrelet (V).

Marine mammals – California sea lions, northern elephant and common seals, and Guadalupe fur seals inhabit the
coast and islands on the Pacific side. American manatees (V) are found along the Gulf coast. Guerrero Negro, Ojo de
Liebre and Bahia Magdalena on the Baja Peninsula coast host important grey whale calving grounds. Blue (E) and
sperm (E) whales, as well as bottlenose dolphins, inhabit Pacific offshore areas. On the gulf coast nineteen cetacean
species have been recorded. High in the northern Sea of Cortez, the vaquita (CR) is of extreme concern, with fewer
than 50 known surviving animals.

Marine reptiles – Six species of sea turtle are found in Mexican waters. Green (E) turtles are found on both coasts,
nesting near X’Cacel and Sian Ka’an on the Yucatan Peninsula, and Colola Beach on the Pacific coast. Kemp’s
Ridley (CR) and hawksbill (CR) turtles tend to remain nearshore and both nest on beaches of the Gulf of Mexico. The
most important nesting site for Kemp’s Ridley is at Rancho Nuevo near the Texas border.  Loggerhead (V) turtles
may occur in Mexican waters but are highly pelagic.  Arribadas (synchronised mass nesting) of Olive Ridley (V) occur
in the autumn on the Pacific coast, particularly at Playa Morro Ayuta and Escobilla. Leatherback turtles (CR) nest on
the Pacific coast in the states of Oaxaca and Michoachan but are highly pelagic much of the year.

Regional Seas
Pacific Ocean
Sea of Cortez
Caribbean Sea
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Gulf of Mexico

Past experience
Mexico has experienced a few oil spills such as the blowout of the oil rig IXTOC (1979), the LAZARDO CARDENAS II
(1996, 40 tonnes of crude oil) and a collision between the jack-up rig USUMACINTA and oil platform KAB-101 (2001).
In December 2004 a fire and blowout from the central Mazumiapan in Santiago Tuxtla (Veracruz) caused a break of
an oil duct spilling of 5000 barrels of crude oil. The spill polluted the Coatzacoalcos River and approximately 7 km of
the Coatzacoalcos and Congregación Allende beaches. Wildlife response was managed by Fundación Mundo Marino
from Argentina with assistance from other international partners. Pelicans made up the majority of oiled birds.
In August 2012, a spill in the port of Salina Cruz in Oaxaca dispersed along more than 14 miles of coastline, just days
after Olive Ridley turtles began arriving for nesting season. Thirteen turtles were found dead but there was no
confirmation that oil was the cause of death.
 A number of smaller spills have occurred in the Oaxaca area, where there is a refinery and port, but there have been
no reports of impacted wildlife.

Response: the role of the authorities
A National Contingency Plan (Plan Nacional de Contingencia para Combatir y Controlar Derrames de Hidrocarburos
y Otras Substancias Nocivas en el Mar), last reviewed in 1999, calls for establishment of a response network under
the Navy with 7 Naval Regions and 13 Naval Zones. Initial responsibility rests with the spiller. The Naval Regions
take over in larger responses. The Navy’s Protección al Medio Ambiente Marino (Protection of the Marine
Environment, PROMAM) would likely initiate any larger response and Petroleo Mexicanos (PEMEX), the national oil
company, may also be called in.

Depending on the size of the spill, shoreline clean-up is the responsibility of the spiller first, then local, regional or
national organisations, based on the size of the spill and the resources available.

Advice on environmental, biological and fisheries issues would be provided by the Secretariá de Medio Ambiente y
Recursos Naturales (Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources and Fisheries, SEMARNAT).

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines or plans for oiled wildlife response, however, the Procuraduría Federal de Protección
al Ambiente (PROFEPA), which manages Mexico’s protected areas, has responsibility for prevention and control of
marine pollution and protection of natural resources, including sea turtles, marine mammals and seabirds. Under
PROFEPA, the Inspection and Control of Wildlife, Marine Resources and Coastal Ecosystems Unit would most likely
coordinate any wildlife response.

In addition, the National Commission for Natural Protected Areas (Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales Protegidas
CONANP), which runs the National Programme for the Conservation of Sea turtles, with field stations on both coasts,
would likely be involved in any sea turtle response.

Response objectives and strategy
Preventing key habitats and wildlife from becoming oiled are listed as measures to be taken under the national plan.
There is no mention of response to oil impacted wildlife.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Rehabilitation would likely be attempted, as it has been allowed in previous spills, however international oiled wildlife
responders would need to be brought in as there is limited expertise in-country.

Impact assessment
The Fisheries Research Centres of SEMARNAT would likely oversee any impact assessment, however there is no
specific mention of impact assessment within the national plan.

Notification and early response
PROFEPA would be notified of any pollution incidents, however there is no reference to notifying any wildlife
rehabilitators.

Wildlife responders
CONAP oversees PACE, the Action Program for the Conservation of Species which spells out procedures to be
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carried out to protect and rescue priority species. It also oversees the National Sea Turtle Conservation Program.
Costasalvaje Asociación Civil (Wildcoast) works with CONAP in Oaxaca state on turtle nest protection and training for
oiled turtle response. Grupo Tortuguergo de las Californias monitors sea turtles in Bahía de los Ángeles, Loreto, San
Carlos, San Ignacio, Punta Abreojos and Laguna Ojo de Liebre.

Staff from Universidad Veracruzana have long term monitoring data on marine mammals, as well as sea turtles,
sharks, and birds in that region, as have personnel from the Universidad de Tabasco (manatees), and the
Universidad de Quintana Roo (manatees and dolphins) and ECOSUR (manatees) in Chetumal. ECOBAC does whale
and dolphin identification and population research, as well as turtle conservation and protection, in Jalisco and
Nayarit.

There is a National Whale Disentanglement Network (Red de Asistencia a Ballenas Enmalladas, RABEN) whose
members include the Mexican Navy, Harbour Masters, Wildlife Rangers from PROFEPA), Fondo para la Protección
de los Recursos Marinos  (FONMAR) in Baja, whale watch tour operators, universities and NGOs that may be able to
assist with marine mammal response.

Pro Natura Asociacion Civil, a Birdlife Partner, might be able to assist with field operations and impact assessment
but does not rehabilitate birds and has no facilities for accepting birds.

Cooperation between stakeholders
Centro Mexicano de la Tortuga and Costasalvaje cooperate on turtle nest protection and oiled turtle response in
Oaxaca. Pronatura works with the Pacific Seabird Group, the Western Hemisphere Seabird Network and the Aquatic
Bird Conservation Council, in addition to working with other conservation NGOs in Mexico. University-based marine
wildlife researchers in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean, listed above, work together. The various sea turtle
monitoring and rescue groups work closely with CONAP.

Mexico is a signatory to the Cartagena Convention (with other Wider Caribbean States) and is a member of
ROCRAM, the Operative Network for Regional Cooperation among Maritime Authorities of South America, Mexico,
Panama and Cuba.

Permanent facilities
The Tuxtlus Turtle Hatchery Network, created in 2017, has seven camps for sea turtle care and may be able to
provide facilities for turtle rehabilitation.

Current processes
N/A

Documentation and references
General references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile (2008)
Birdlife International Country Profile
USFWS Sea Turtle Fact Sheets
State of the World’s Sea Turtles (SWOT)

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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