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Introduction
The Falkland Islands are an archipelago in the south-west Atlantic, 450 km northeast of the southern tip of South
America. The country consists of two main islands, East Falkland and West Falkland, with approximately 700
hundred smaller islands. The irregular shape and large number of islands, gives the Falklands a very long coastline in
relation to its land area, providing a wide variety of coastal habitats.
Residents of the islands consider themselves a self-governing entity, however the UK lists them as one of their
Overseas Territories and Argentina considers Las Malvinas, as the islands are known to them, to be a part of their
country.
The country’s approximately 1300 km of coastline consists mainly of rocky/boulder strewn shoreline and sandy
beaches. Two RAMSAR sites, Bertha’s Beach and Sea Lion Island, support a variety of marine wildlife. Bertha’s
Beach hosts the endemic Falkland steamer duck and several endemic subspecies including upland goose, kelp
goose and cinclodes, locally known as tussac bird.  Breeding southern sea lion and Gentoo penguins are also found
there. Sea Lion Island is an important breeding site for southern sea lion and southern elephant seal, and also
supports ruddy-headed goose, as well as breeding Gentoo, rockhopper and Magellanic penguins, and southern giant
petrel. Many of the other smaller islands also host marine mammals and birds in significant numbers.

At Risk Wildlife
In this section, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These are species
included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk - Vulnerable to extinction
(V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian species – Approximately 60 seabird species are found in Falkland Island waters. 22 seabird species breed on
the islands, including five species of penguin. The world’s second largest breeding population of southern rockhopper
and the second largest population of Gentoo penguin are found here. The world’s largest breeding population of
black-browed albatross is found primarily on the Jason Islands and Beauchene Island. Southern giant and white-
chinned (V) petrels also breed on the Falklands.

Other species of special concern include northern royal (E), grey-headed (E) southern royal (V), wandering and  (V)
albatross, Atlantic petrel (E), and macaroni (V) and southern rockhopper (V) penguins.

Marine mammals – Three species of pinnipeds (southern elephant seal, South American fur seal and southern sea
lion) breed on the islands. Antarctic and Subantarctic fur seals, and leopard and Weddell seals frequent the area as
well.
Commerson’s and Peale’s dolphins are resident in nearshore waters around the islands with sei (E),  fin (V), and
minke found at inshore sites such as Berkeley Sound, Falkland Sound and Queen Charlotte Bay and King George
Bay in the West Falklands from January to March. Offshore 20 or more species, including blue (E), humpback (E),
and sperm (V) whales may be found.

Marine reptiles – Although sea turtles likely travel through the ocean near the islands there are no records of any in
nearshore areas.

Regional Seas
South Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
In 2017, a Spanish fishing vessel, Loitador, ran aground, spilling a small quantity of oil, but no wildlife impact was
reported.
In 2008, a fishing vessel, Ocean 8, wrecked in Berkeley Sound, a large sea inlet to the north of Stanley which is used
for bunkering and transhipment of frozen fish cargo, following a serious fire that spilt 200 tonnes of oil on the nearby
coastline. Falklands Conservation (FC) surveyed of the area affected, counted oiled birds and attempted a small
scale clean up. Species affected included shags, gulls, and penguins. A dozen penguins were collected by FC who
were assisted by volunteers. The animals were brought back to Stanley and a temporary rehabilitation centre was set
up using an old outbuilding at FC. Over the following months, several more oiled penguins turned up on beaches
near to Stanley. The rehabilitation centre was later moved to a building at the Veterinary Department.
The incidence of oiled seabirds in the Falklands is low, due to the active, oceanic nature of its waters and low
shipping activity. However, in recent years, about 50 penguins have been cleaned and rehabilitated for release
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around the Islands. Many birds that are exposed to oil pollution in open waters may return to breed in the Islands and
still have traces of oil present.

Response: the role of the authorities
Under the 2010 National Oil Spill Contingency Plan (NOSCP), the Fisheries Department within the Department of
Natural Resources (FISHOPS) is the lead agency for managing the marine environment and responding to oil spills,
with the Marine Officer acting as Incident Commander. Spills must be reported to the Marine Officer and an Oil
Pollution Report Form filled out. The Marine Officer is responsible for ensuring that the Department of Mineral
Resources (DMR) is informed when the spill is related to exploration or production.
In the case of a major incident, the Falkland Islands Government may request assistance from the UK’s Maritime and
Coastguard Agency Counter Pollution and Salvage (MCA CPS) team. The British Forces South Atlantic Islands have
a facility at  Mare Harbour which has a separate contingency plan for military related spills. Support from this group
may be requested but there is no agreement in place guaranteeing assistance.
In addition to the NOSCP, companies involved in oil drilling offshore are required to develop spill contingency and
environmental impact assessment plans, and must notify the DMR as well.
Where wildlife is impacted the Falkland Islands Government (FIG) Veterinary Department and FC are notified. The
Falkland Islands Oiled Wildlife Plan (FIOWP) may be activated, although the first priority is to attempt to limit impact,
as resources for rehabilitation are limited.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
Under the FIOWP, FC, a Birdlife International partner, is the lead agency for any oiled wildlife response and sits
within the operations and planning section within the overall spill response. FC works closely with the FIG Veterinary
Department
The plan was developed for response to pollution affecting wildlife, with a focus in the East Falklands vicinity of
Stanley. It is designed to be used as a joint document to any overall spill response plan developed by the oil and gas
industry for the region.

Response objectives and strategy
The primary strategy is to prevent contact between oil and wildlife. Hazing, deterrents and pre-emptive capture would
be secondary, with rehabilitation or euthanasia as the tertiary response. Priority would be given to some species
based on IUCN conservation status, with a secondary focus on penguins due to their vulnerability and likelihood of
successful rehabilitation. If capture leading to successful rehabilitation is unlikely priority is given to humane
euthanasia to reduce suffering.
The triage protocol under the FIOWP details other priorities for determining which birds are taken into care.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
With only moderate capacity to rehabilitate avian species, and none for marine mammals, euthanasia would need to
be employed  on welfare grounds in larger incidents. In smaller incidents, the welfare of the individual animal would
be taken into account.

Impact assessment
The FIG Environmental Planning Department is responsible for baseline data and impact assessment in a spill
response. The department would also monitor environmental recovery. They have developed an Environmental
Sensitivity Index (ESI) as well which notes likely degree of oiling and presence of wildlife that may be impacted.
FC, which runs the Falkland Islands Seabird Monitoring Programme and has been researching sei whales in the
area, the Elephant Seal Research Group, the Shallow Marine Surveys Group, and the SubAntarctic Foundation for
Ecosystem Research (SAFER) may be able to assist as well. Some of these groups are not present in the islands
year round.

Notification and early response
The Marine Officer is responsible for notifying FC and the FIG Veterinary Department.

Incidents involving less than 20 birds are considered Tier 1 and may be handled by FC with support from the
Veterinary Department.
Tier 2 (21-200 birds) results in the Wildlife Steering Group (WSG) being activated within the overall Incident
Command System. The WSG includes FC, the FIG Veterinary Department plus the Department of Agriculture, the
Environmental Planning Department, and the Fisheries Department. As none of the personnel from FC or the
Veterinary Department have sole roles as wildlife responders, further support from the FIG will be necessary in Tier 2
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events. International assistance would likely be requested at the higher end of this tier.
A Tier 3 (more than 200 birds) response would require the assistance of an international Tier 3 provider.

Currently there is no capacity to respond to oiled marine mammals on the Falklands. Any attempts to rehabilitate
these species would require international assistance.

Wildlife responders
FC is the primary response group for oiled birds, however, their capacity is limited to a small number of birds, and
potentially a few small pinnipeds if there are no seabirds in care. The staff does not have experience in rehabilitating
marine mammals, thus international support would be required for any marine mammal response.
The FIG Veterinary Service provides medical support in small incidents and may be able to provide further assistance
in larger incidents, however, in large incidents international support would be required.
The Brazilian wildlife emergency response company, Aiuká, has an agreement to respond in the country when
needed.

Cooperation between stakeholders
FC and the FIG Veterinary Service work closely with the Falkland Islands Department of Natural Resources on
wildlife issues, including oiled wildlife response.

Permanent facilities
FC has a small facility with capacity for 20 birds or a few small pinnipeds. It is likely that, in the event of a larger spill,
or one involving both birds and pinnipeds, it would be necessary to have a temporary facility built.

Current processes
N/A
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Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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