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Introduction
The Commonwealth of Australia is located between the Indian and South Pacific Oceans and is comprised of the
mainland continent of Australia, the island of Tasmania and many smaller islands, including the Ashmore and Cartier,
Cococs (or Keeling), Coral Sea, Heard, MacDonald, Norfolk, Christmas and Macquarie islands.
An extreme range of marine and coastal biotopes can be found in Australia, ranging from warm tropical waters in the
north, northwest and northeast, subtropical waters in the west, warm temperate waters in the southwest and east,
and cold temperate waters around Tasmania in the south.
Coral reefs, bays, estuaries, mangroves and tropical saltmarshes dominate the north, while rocky shores, sandy
beaches, algal reefs and kelp forests dominate the cooler, temperate south. Australia has the world’s largest area of
coral reefs and the third largest area of mangroves.
In addition to its 58 commonwealth marine parks, there are over 50 coastal Ramsar sites, and 4 coastal national
parks.

At Risk Wildlife
In this section, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These are species
included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk - Vulnerable to extinction
(V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian species – large numbers of seabirds and waterbirds are found on Australia’s coast in places such as Fitzgerald
River and Brusselton Wetland in Western Australia, the Adelaide and Mary River Floodplain, the Alligator Rivers
Floodplain, and Port McArthur Tidal Wetlands System in the Northern Territory, the Gulf Plains and Moreton Bay in
Queensland, Gippsland Lakes in Victoria, Coorong National Park and Spencer Gulf in South Australia, and Cape
Portland in Tasmania.
Of the 14 species of albatross in Australia, 9 are IUCN listed: Antipodean (E), northern royal (E), sooty (E) and grey-
headed (E), Southern royal (V), wandering (V), Campbell (V), Chatham (V), and Salvin’s (V). The remaining albatross
species are listed as near threatened. Albatrosses are highly pelagic, spending the majority of their time in the air
except when rearing young, thus are at greatest risk from offshore incidents.
Other species of concern include the great knot (E), Far Eastern curlew (E), Hutton’s shearwater (E), Australasian
bittern (E), Australian painted snipe (E), Southern rockhopper penguin (V), Buller’s shearwater (V), Abbott’s booby
(E) only on Christmas Island, hooded plover (V), fairy tern (V) and white-winged (V), providence (V), white-necked
(V), white-chinned (V), and black (V) petrels.

Marine mammals – Australia hosts a variety of marine mammals including the Australian sea lion (E), Hooker’s or
New Zealand sea lion (E), Dugong (V), four species of fur seal, and four species of true seal. The Australian sea lion
and Australian and New Zealand fur seals breed on mainland and Island areas of the country. Southern elephant
seals and leopard seals are found on and around the Australia’s sub-Antarctic islands. Dugongs inhabit shallow
northern coastal waters from Western Australia to the Queensland/New South Wales border.
Forty-five species of whale, dolphin and porpoise have been recorded in local waters. Of these the sei whale (E), blue
whale (E), fin whale (E), Australian snubfin dolphin (V), Australian humpback dolphin (V), and sperm whale (V) are
species of conservation concern, while many others are considered ‘data deficient’ as not enough information is
available to determine their population levels or risk of extinction.
Seal, sea lions, dugong, and snubfin and humpback dolphins inhabit nearshore and coastal waters. The other marine
mammals are more highly pelagic.

Marine reptiles – green (E), hawksbill (CR),  leatherback (V), loggerhead (V), and olive Ridley (V) turtles, as well as
the endemic flatback are found in Australia waters around the Northern Territory, Queensland and West Australia. All
six turtle species nest in the country. Australia has thirty species of sea snakes, half of which are endemic, and one
saltwater crocodile (V).

Regional Seas
Pacific Ocean (UN Regional Seas designation)
Indian Ocean (west, southwest, and south)
Timor Sea/Arafura Sea (north)
Coral Sea (northeast)
Tasman Sea (south/southeast)
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Past experience
Australia has dealt with several large oil spills, including the Oceanic Grandeur (1970), Sanko Harvest (1991),  Kirki
(1991), Iron Baron (1995), and Laura d’Amato (1999). Smaller incidents include the Arthur Phillip (1990), Era (1992),
and MV Global Peace (2006).

The six events involving wildlife include the Arthur Philip (388 oiled little penguins), the Sanko Harvest (200 Australian
fur seals), the Era (300 birds) the Iron Baron (2500 little penguins, a number of temperate seabird species, and
Australian fur seals affected), a Mystery Spill in the Philip Island Nature Reserve in 2000 (230 little penguins and 50
crested terns), the Global Peace (11 oiled birds of 5 species) and the Montara well incident in 2009 (small numbers of
oiled seabirds, mostly common noddies, brown boobies, and sooty terns, detected on islands and at sea in vicinity of
the spill).

Response: the role of the authorities
Under the National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan, in place since 1973, the Environment Protection Response arm
of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) coordinates spill response, providing technical advice, logistic and
maintenance support, in cooperation with Federal, State and Territory governments and the oil industry. AMSA and
the Australian Institute of Petroleum (AIP) have an agreement for mutual assistance and access to AIP’s Australian
Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) equipment stockpiles.

Beyond the 3nm limit AMSA is the primary responder. The relevant State/Territory is responsible for response in their
ports, within the 3nm limit, and on the shoreline. For most of the offshore territories, the Commonwealth assumes the
role of ‘state’ government, the exception being Lord Howe Island for which New South Wales accepts responsibility.
Some states have MoUs with neighboring states/territories for cross-border response.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
Under the National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies, each jurisdiction is responsible for ensuring that
there are effective wildlife response arrangements within their jurisdiction. Such arrangements are to be detailed
within the relevant contingency plans. The National Plan also provides support to the States and Northern Territory
wildlife response arrangements. There are AMSA wildlife response kits positioned around the country.
As of 2018, Victoria, Western Australia (WA) and Tasmania had plans in place. Queensland’s is currently under
revision by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection, no plans were found for the Northern Territory,
South Australia or New South Wales (NSW), although wildlife response in mentioned in their overall oil spill response
plans.
Victoria’s wildlife response plan is fully integrated into the overall state plan under Emergency Management Victoria
(EMV). There is a designated Principle Officer Wildlife Emergencies within the Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP).
WA’s wildlife response, according to the plan, managed by the Department of Transportation, is overseen by Parks
and Wildlife. The plan includes details of every aspect of response and the personnel, equipment and level of training
required and a list of marine wildlife found in WA waters with seasonality.
Tasmania’s plan is administered by the Resource Management and Conservation Division of the Department of
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) and outlines rescue and rehabilitation procedures.
NSW places responsibility for wildlife on the Wildlife Coordinator of Agriculture and Animal Services Functional Area
supporting plan, including rescue, assessment treatment, rehabilitation and humane destruction as appropriate but no
specific plan for oiled wildlife was found.

Response objectives and strategy
Objectives and strategies vary by State/Territory but where plans are in place, the objectives include monitoring for
impact, and rescue and rehabilitation where appropriate and possible. The detailed plans accessed follow
international good practice guidelines for animal rescue and care.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Rehabilitation would be allowed with euthanasia employed as individual animal welfare indicates.

Impact assessment
Environment Australia (EA)’s Marine Coasts and Wetlands Section would oversee and advise on impact assessment.
There are several organisations and universities which may be called in to assist.

Notification and early response
In a significant oiled wildlife incident, AMSA may oversee notification and early response, working with
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States/Territories involved.
In Victoria, the DELWP maintains a list of authorised wildlife responders. Under the state plan, these responders may
not self-deploy but are activated by the DELWP.
In WA, Parks and Wildlife may activate the plan under a variety of circumstances with cross notification between
Parks and Wildlife and the Department of Transportation dependent on the situation.
In Tasmania, wildlife rehabilitation centres will be determined/activated on an as-required basis.
In the other States/Territories there is no clear path for notification and early response to date.

Wildlife responders
There is a large network of wildlife responders in Australia, some with extensive marine wildlife experience and
Australian Fauna Care maintains a website with links to authorised wildlife carers around the country. However,
AMSA and the governments of each State/Territory determine who will be involved in response when spills impacting
wildlife occur. The New Zealand National Oiled Wildlife Response Team may also be activated when larger incidents
occur.

Cooperation between stakeholders
AMSA and State/Territory agencies tasked with oiled wildlife response work closely with local responders.

Australia is a signatory to the Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South
Pacific Region (Noumea Convention), the Convention on Conservation of Nature in the South Pacific (Apia
Convention), the Protocol concerning Cooperation in Combatting Pollution Emergencies in the South Pacific Region,
and holds MoUs with New Zealand, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Singapore and Indonesia.

Permanent facilities
There are permanent wildlife hospitals equipped to handled oiled wildlife response at Taronga Zoo, NSW and on
Phillip Island, Victoria. The Phillip Island facility is only equipped to handle birds.

Current processes
Several State/Territory governments are in the process of developing or revising their oiled wildlife response plans.
There are regular Federal and State/Territory drills and exercises for emergency response.

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile
Birdlife International Country Profile
Australia National Contingency Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies
Victorian Emergency Animal Welfare Plan (Rev.1)
Western Australian Oiled Wildlife Response Plan (V1.1)
New South Wales Rehabilitation of Protected Fauna (2010)

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.

© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2018

These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
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