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Introduction
Myanmar is a Southeast Asian nation bordered on the west by Bangladesh. It shares eastern borders with China and
Laos and the most northerly portion of the Malay Peninsula with Thailand. Myanmar’s coastal waters are separated for
management purposes into the Burmese coast, Coastal Indochina (the majority of the border with Thailand) and
Peninsular Malesia in the extreme south.
Myanmar ‘s coast extends over nearly 15,000 km. There is one Marine National Park at Lampi Island, sixteen wildlife
sanctuaries (not all are coastal) including the Moscos Islands and five bird sanctuaries, at least two of which are
wetlands.

Myanmar  hosts over 1000 species of birds, with 7 species of stork, 5 ibis and spoonbills, 20 herons and bitterns, 15
plover and lapwings and nearly 30 waders (stint, sandpiper, turnstone, etc). Endangered soecies include the Spoonbill
sandpiper (Eurynorhunchus pygmeus), pink-headed duck (Rhodonessa caryophyllacea), Imperial heron (Ardea 
insignis), Japanese white stork (Ciconia boyciana), Greater Adjutant (Leptoptilus dubius), white-shouldered ibis
(Pseudibis davisoni), white-winged duck (Cairina scutalata), Nordmann’s greenshank (Tringa guttifer), masked finfoot
(Heliopais personatus). Vulnerable species are the
Sarus crane (Grus antigone), Oriental darter (Anhinga melanogaster), spot billed pelican (Pelecanus philippensis).
Fulvous whistling duck (Dendroncygna bicolor), lesser whistling duck (Dendrocygna javanica), cotton pygmy goose
(Nettapus coromandelianus), spot billed duck (Anas peocilorhyncha), common crane (Grus grus), terek sandpiper
(Xenus cinereus), white-bellied sea eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) are also found in Myanmari waters.

A small population of saltwater crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus) are found in the Ayeyarwady (Irrawaddy) River delta.
The most endangered turtle in Asia, the batagur (Batagur baska), although technically a freshwater turtle species, is
found in the tidal reaches of Myanmar’s larger rivers. Mekong giant catfish (Pangasianodon gigas) may also be present
in delta areas.

Sea turtles also nest in Myanmari beaches.Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), loggerhead (Caretta caretta) and green
(Chelonia mydas) sea turtles, with hawksbill (Eeretmochelys imbricata) and leatherback (Dermochelys) being less
common, are found on Thamihla Kyun (Diamond Island) at the mouth of the Pathein River, Kaingthaung Kyun at the
mouth of the Ayeyarwaddy and Thaungkadun at the mouth of the Bogale

A small population of Critically Endangered Irrawaddy River Dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris) inhabits the delta at the
mouth of the Irrawaddy River. Dugong (Dugong dugon) is present but heavily hunted. Endangered Blue whale
(Balaenoptera musculus) and fin whale (Balenoptera physalus) have been recorded and it is likely that many of the
twenty species of whale and dolphin seen in the waters of India are also found off of Myanmar.

In addition to offshore drilling for oil and gas, the China-Myanmar oil pipeline is being developed between Maday Island
in Myanmar and Yunnan Province in China. The China National Petroleum Corporation has exclusive rights to build and 
operate this crude oil pipeline.
There is ongoing dispute over oil and gas rights within the Bay of Bengal. Heavy shipping traffic also occurs there.

Regional Seas
Bay of Bengal (West)
Andaman Sea (South)

Past experience 
There have been no major oil spills in Myanmar
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Response: the role of the authorities
There is no response plan in place and no designated authority. It is not clear what agency would be in charge but the
Myanmar Navy would likely be involved.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines for oiled wildlife response in Myanmar but it is likely that the Ministry of Forestry,
specifically the Director of the Nature and Wildlife Division, would oversee any wildlife response. 

Response objectives and strategy 
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
There is no policy in place regarding oil spill response to wildlife.

Impact assessment
 There is no impact assessment plan in place and it is unclear, given the present political situation, as to whether there
would be an impact assessment effort. If an effort was made, the Ministry of Forestry would likely be in charge of those
activities.

Notification and early response
There is no formal notification process.

Wildlife responders
There are no wildlife rehabilitation programs in Myanmar and no experience in dealing with oiled wildlife

Cooperation between stakeholders
Myanmar has initiated steps to join ASEAN-OSPAR and has participated in the IOC/WestPac Oil Spill Conference but
wildlife response remains uncertain.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent wildlife care facilities in Myanmar.

Current processes
There are no current processes in place for dealing with oiled wildlife.

Documentation and references
General references
IOC/WESTPAC Training Workshop on Monitoring Techniques and Emergency Response of Marine Oil Spills
EarthTrends Country Profiles
Biodiversity and Protected Areas- Myanmar
(Regional Environmental Technical Assistance 5771/Poverty Reduction and Environmental Management in Remote
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Watersheds Project Phase 1 
Note: No ITOPF profile available
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obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.
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