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Introduction
Suriname, the smallest independent country in South America, shares coastal borders with Guyana and French Guiana.
The country’s coastline is approximately 386 km long, much of it consisting of mud banks, sandy beaches, mangrove 
swamps and salt marshes. Nearly 90% of the human population lives within 100 km of the coast.

Suriname has four nature reserves and one Multiple Management Area (MUMA) along its coast. The only Ramsar 
Wetland in the country, the Coppenamemonding Nature Reserve, covers 12,000 ha of coastal wetland protecting 
mangrove forests and brackish lagoons, which are habitat for fish, shellfish, breeding scarlet ibis and migratory 
shorebirds.

Both coastal and onshore oil exploration threaten 1800 km² of Suriname's territorial waters. The neighbouring countries
of Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago and Columbia have very active oil and gas industries and Suriname is in the 
process of approving exploration activities along its coast. In addition, more than 2,250 million barrels of oil are 
transported through the region with up to 100 oil tankers in transit through the region at any one time.

Suriname has over 115 species of coastal birds. Its mangrove swamps and mud banks are a principle wintering ground
for arctic and boreal shorebirds and other aquatic avian species. The sandy beaches are nesting sites for leatherback, 
green and olive Ridley sea turtles and the mouths of the major rivers are home to the Guiana dolphin (which was once 
considered a subspecies of the tucuxi). Over 5 million waterfowl have been counted along the coast at one time.

Avian Species
Endangered, Vulnerable or Near Threatened: Orinoco goose (Neochen jubata), buff-breasted sandpiper (Tyrngites 
subruficollis). There are nearly 250 species of coastal and wetland birds listed for Suriname.

Marine mammals
28 endangered/vulnerable species of marine mammal are found in Suriname waters: Sei whale (Balaenoptera borealis),
blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus), North Atlantic right whale (Eubalena glacialis), West Indian manatee (Trichechus
manatus)

In total, 28 marine mammal species have been sighted in Suriname waters. Of particular concern, other than the 
endangered species listed above, are the Guiana dolphin (Sotalia guianensis), Blaineville’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon
densirostris), Gervais beaked whale (Mesoplodon europaeus), True’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon mirus), melon-
headed whale (Peponocephala electra) and Cuvier’s beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris) whose populations are not well
known.

Reptiles
Crocodile tegu (Crocodilurus amazonicus), dwarf caiman (Paleosuchus palpebrosus), smooth-fronted caiman 
(Paleosuchus trigonatus)

Sea Turtles (all endangered)
Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), green turtle (Chelonia mydas), Olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea), 
hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta).

Regional Seas
Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
There have been no significant oil spills reported along the Suriname coast since 1998.
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Response: the role of the authorities
Under the Suriname National Disaster Plan, which is pending approval, the National Disaster Coordinator oversees the
response activities of the Maritime Authority of Suriname (MAS), which is part of the Ministry of Labour, Technological 
Development and Environment (ATM), and the Institute for Environment and Developments in Suriname (NIMOS).
In the event of an oil spill, a District Oil Pollution Response Team (tier 1-2 spills only) will cooperate with the National Oil
Spill Response Team, which oversees policy, international aspects and tier 1-3 spills.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines in place for oiled wildlife response in Suriname.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
There is some wildlife rehabilitation at present in Suriname, thus rehabilitation is expected to be the option chosen in the
event of an oil spill.

Impact assessment
NIMOS would be involved in impact assessment under the guidance of the ATM.  In addition, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources’ Forest Service oversees management of coastal areas and the Nature Conservation Division of the Forest
Service is the administrative authority for any wetlands. Staff from the National Biodiversity Action Plan and the 
Biodiversity Steering Committee might be involved as well.

Notification and early response
The National Contingency (Disaster) Coordination Centre (NCCR) is the primary spill notification point, which also 
houses the National Response Centre.

Wildlife responders
There are no trained oiled wildlife responders in Suriname or marine wildlife rehabilitators in Suriname. The Green 
Heritage Fund rehabilitates jungle species and is carrying out some monitoring of dolphin populations.
WWF has a Regional Marine Coordinator based in Suriname. The Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean
Birds (SCSCB) is working to prepare Caribbean countries for oil spill response, with an initial training workshop planned
for June 2012 and a manual in preparation.

Cooperation between stakeholders
NIMOS funds the MAS and works under the guidance of the ATM. WWF Suriname has an MoU with the Suriname 
government and would likely be a co-operator in the event of an oil spill.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for the care of oiled wildlife in Suriname at present. Access to water and electricity in 
areas most likely to be affected by an oil spill is limited.

Current processes
N/A

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Suriname Country Profile 2006
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RAC/REMPEITC-CARIBE Suriname Country Profile 2009
UNEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies #111 (oil pollution control South American sub-region of the Wider 
Caribbean region)
National Biodiversity Strategy, 2006, Republic of Suriname, Ministry of Labour, Technological Development and 
Environment
EarthTrends Country Profiles, 2003, Coastal and Marine Ecosystems-Suriname (earthtrends.wri.org)
Dr. Marie Louise Felix, WWF Guianas  (pers comm)

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.
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