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Introduction
The United States of America is a federal constitutional republic with 48 contiguous states and two isolated states.
Many of the States are coastal. Of the contiguous states, three (Washington, Oregon, California) are located in the west
and border the North Pacific Ocean. Five states (Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida are bordering the
Mexican Gulf in the south. Fourteen states (Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine) are
bordering the North Atlantic ocean in the west. The state of Alaska is located in the northeast and is bordering the Gulf
of Alaska, Bering Sea and Beaufort Sea. The state of Hawaii is an archipelago in the middle of the North Pacific Ocean.
The USA therefore has many different coastal environments, ranging from tropical to arctic and from continental to
archipelagic. They include and a large variety of coastal habitats such as coral reefs, mangroves, rocky shores, sandy
beaches, estuaries and lagoons, which are populated by numerous species, each with their own typical range of
occurrence in relation to climate and marine biomes.
Macrovertebrates that are sensitive to oil pollution include sea and coastal birds, marine mammals such as cetaceans,
sea lions, seals and sea otters, and marine reptiles such as sea turtles and marine crocodiles.
With regards to response to oiled wildlife incidents each state has its own responsibility for developing a response plan
and building preparedness. The actual response to oil spills will also include federal agencies, and representatives of
the polluter, if identified.

Regional Seas
North Atlantic Ocean, North Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea, Beaufort Sea

Past experience
Many oil spills have happened in the USA and were caused by tankers, blow outs, or natural seeps. Some significant
oiled wildlife incidents include Exxon Valdez (1989), Stuyvesant (1999), New Carissa (1999), Luckenbach (2002),
Ventura Mystery spill (2005), Cosco Busan (2007) and most recently the Deepwater Horizon (2010).

Response: the role of the authorities
Federal and State authoritiesh have responsibilities in a wildlife response. At the federal level, the US Fish and Wildlife
Service has responsibilities for species and their habitats, through several federal legislative statutes. States have trust
responsibilities for the species and their habitats within their state boundaries under various state statutes. Because of
these shared trust responsibilities, both federal and state agencies will respond to incidents that may impact wild marine
animals. The organizational structure of an oiled wildlife response is predefined as part of the Unified Command System
(UCS).

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
The Endangered Species Act requires that actions that may affect endangered or threatened species be reviewed by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service in order to ensure protection of rare and
valuable species.  Area Contingency Plans have pre-identified wildlife resources and addressed their protection and
care during spill response.
OPA 90 mandates wildlife response in oil spills in the US. A wildlife response will include the collection of live and dead
animals and further treatment of collected animals in specialised facilities.

Response objectives and strategy
As part of the Area Contingency Planning process, Section 300.210(c)(4)(i) of the National Contingency Plan (NCP)
requires Area Committees to incorporate into each Area Contingency Plan a detailed annex containing a Fish and
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Wildlife and Sensitive Environments Plan. This annex is prepared in consultation with the USFWS and NOAA and other
interested natural resource management agencies and parties. The NCP requires that the annex include predefined
information and procedures, i.e. prioritize sensitivities; process to identify resources-at-risk; analysis of environmental
effects; pre-approval; monitoring; contracted wildlife response organizations; agency wildlife response contacts &
guidelines; training; plan evaluation.
For specific animal groups or species, dedicated wildlife response plans are available: fishery, manatee, polar bear, sea
otter, sea turtle and walrus.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Any live animal found with oil will be picked up and transported to the nearest facility where it can receive the best
achievable care. If necessary a temporary facility will be built  If the physical condition of the animal does not meet the
set triage criteria it will be euthanised. Animals that meet the criteria will be admitted to care, which is aiming at de-
oiling, rehabilitation and release. A priority will be given to animals of conservation interest.

Impact assessment
Any animal that is collected dead or alive must be registered and will be treated as legal evidence, using chain-of-
custody protocol for collecting carcasses or samples. The collected information on numbers and species found will be
used in the Natural Resource Damage Assessment. Based on the outcome of that study, the Responsible Party must
pay a sum that allows the original natural values to be restored (restoration programmes) or compensated.

Notification and early response

Wildlife responders
The authorities only allow wildlife response organisations that have been trained and are licensed to respond to oiled
wildlife. These organisations can be contracted by the Responsible Party or the authorities to carry out the response. A
few organisations are well known for their ability to carry out a professional response, including TriState Bird Rescue
Research (predominantly east coast of the US, and the Gulf), International Bird Rescue (predominantly west coast of
the US, Alaska and the Gulf),  Focus Wildlife (predominantly north-west coast), and Oiled Wildlife Care Network
(OWCN, predominantly California).

Cooperation between stakeholders
The organisations mentioned work closely together and with the various federal and state authorities. Key
representatives meet frequently, if not in a co-operative efforts to improve standards or protocols, or develop wildlife
response plans or facilities of one of the States.
In California OWCN is established as a state network of rehabilitation centres that together maintain a high state of
preparedness for oiled wildlife emergencies. The network is coordinated by UC Davis and organises training of
volunteers, exercises and various (annual) events.

Permanent facilities
Many permanent facilities are available in the US, managed by local wildlife rehabilitation organisations. The largest,
and most important facilities are located in California (buid by OSPR and OWCN and managed by OWCN) and Newark
(managed by TriState).
The permanent OSPR/OWCN facilities include:
- Marine Wildlife Veterinary Care and Research Center (Santa Cruz),
- the San Francisco Bay Oiled Wildlife Care and Education Center (Fairfield), and
- the Los Angeles Oiled Bird Care and Education Center (San Pedro).

The permanent TriState facility is located in Newark.
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In addition to the permanent centres, some States have developed mobile units, which could be either full developed
medical treatment centres or trailers equipped with essential wildlife care equipment. Such mobile units are known from
California, Oregon and Washington.

Current processes
The response to wildlife that was affected during the Deepwater Horizon oil spill (2010) is pending a national evaluation.

Documentation and references
General references
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