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Introduction

People's Republic of Bangladesh borders India and Burma (Myanmar) to the southeast.

The total coastline is approximately 710 kilometres  including the numerous offshore islands.

Bangladesh sits at the crossroads of two major international shorebird migration flyways, the western edge of the East

Asian - Australasian flyway, and the eastern edge of the Central Asian - Indian flyway. There are sensitive coastal

wetlands along the Bangladesh coast that would be vulnerable to pollution including the ones located at Teknaf

Peninsula, St. Martin’s Island, Sonadia Island and Hakaluki Haor. These wetlands provide important feeding, breeding

and wintering grounds to a large number of threatened migratory species of waders, waterbirds and waterfowl. Other

important bird areas are the Sundarbans (south-west Bangladesh), one of the world's most important wetlands and a

globally unique ecological niche, and the Patenga Beach (14 km. south of port city of Chittagong).

In Sundarbans, A total of 315 species (39.5% of the national total) has been recorded, of which 84 are migratory

(Hussain & Acharya, 1994), including about 95 species of waterfowl (Scott, 1989), 38 species of raptors and two

pheasants (Sarker, 1985). Four of the rarer species are the greater and lesser adjutant storks Leptoptilos dubius (EN)

and L. javanicus (VU), Pallas's sea-eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus (VU),and masked finfoot Heliopais personata (VU).

There are many other water birds, including Asian open-bill stork Anastomus oscitans, black-necked stork

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus, white ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus, swamp francolin Francolinus gularis (VU), white-

collared and black-capped kingfishers Halcyon chloris and H. pileata, brown-winged and stork-billed kingfishers

Pelargopsis amauroptera and P. capensis. Waders include the Asian dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus, a rare

winter migrant, sandpipers, whimbrel, curlew and numerous others are seen on the muddy banks and sandbanks

exposed during the dry season. Marsh birds in the reclaimed areas include egrets Egretta alba, E. garzetta and E.

intermedia, purple heron Ardea purpurea, a rare vagrant from Africa, and green-backed heron Butorides striatus.

Raptors include osprey Pandion haliaetus, white-bellied sea-eagle H. leucogaster (131 breeding pairs), the rarer grey-

headed fishing eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, short-toed snake eagle Circaetus gallicus, peregrine falcon Falco

peregrinus, oriential hobby F. severus, northern eagle owl Bubo bubo and brown fish owl Ketupa zeylonensis (Sarker &

Sarker,1985,1986). There are many species of gulls and terns along the coast and larger waterways. There is also a

considerable variety of forest birds such as woodpeckers, barbets, shrikes, drongos, mynahs, minivets and babblers

(Salter,1984). Further details of the avifauna are given in Scott (1989).

At least 11 rare spoon-billed sandpipers, all of them critically endangered, have been discovered along the coast of

Bangladesh.

There are five species of sea turtles found in Bangladesh, the Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), the Loggerhead

(Caretta caretta), the Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), the Green (Chelonian mydas) and the Hawksbill

(Eritmochelys imbricate). The latter three species nest on Bangladesh beaches. The major breeding and nesting area is

concentrated in the eastern coastal region, where the most important nesting beaches are at St. Martin Island,

Sahporirdwip to Cox’s Bazar long sandy beach of Sahporirdwip Teknaf Bordal Kochopia, Inani Monkhali Sonadia

Island, Kutubdia Island, Sandwip, Egg Island, Mandarbaria, Dubla Island and the sandy beaches of Sundarban area.

The western coastline in the Sundarban mangrove forest area is an important nesting ground as well.

Ten species of cetaceans are also found in the area, including Indo-Pacific Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus),

Finless porpoise (Neophocaena phocaenoides), Indopacific Humback Dolphin (Susa chinensis), Irrawaddy dolphin

(Orcaella brevirostris), Ganges River dolphin (Platanista gangetica), Irrawaddy dolphins (Orcaella brevirostris),

Pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuate), Spinner dolphins (Stenella longirostris) and Bryde's whales

(Balaenoptera edeni/brydei . Dugongs have also been recorded in the coasts of Bangladesh.

Oil and gas exploration developments in Bangladesh pose a threat to marine wildlife. In addition, in Sitakunda, there is

the second largest ship breaking facility in the world, located in an area which is the home of large number of seabirds

including the Spoon Billed Sand Piper (Eurynorhynchus pygmeus) and dolphins.  Due to these ship breaking activities,

pollutants are released including refused oil and oily substances, engine oil and other petroleum hydrocarbons, different

solid substances, scrap iron, foam, pieces of wood and partex, glass wool, PVC, PCB's, and many other toxic

chemicals.

The two major Bangladeshi ports, Chittagong and Mongla, are located near to sensitive areas. Nearly 1200 Ships and
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40-50 Oil tankers in Chittagong Port and about 600 in Mongla port are handled annually. Moreover, access of foreign

ships is increasing every year by 15-18%.

Regional Seas

Indian Ocean

Bay of Bengal

Past experience

There have not yet been any serious spills in Bangladesh waters. Spills in and around Mongla Port have increasingly

been reported. Fuel and oil spills are also reportedly common along the river system (Bharaib and Rupsa rivers)

Response: the role of the authorities

A National Contingency Plan is contained within the provisions of the Marine Environmental Act (1990).

Overall pollution control rests with the Ministry of Environment and Forest (MOEF). MOEF will also assume

responsibility for responding to oiled wildlife incidents.

Oiled wildlife response

Formal guidelines?

Bangladesh does not have a wildlife response plan in place or any formal guidelines.

Response objectives and strategy

There are no pre-defined strategy and response objectives in place.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?

No reference

Impact assessment

Nature Conservation Management, the Depart of Zoology/Institute of Marine Science (University of Chittagong) and the

Department of Zoology (Dhaka University) would probably jointly  get involved in the aftermath of an oiled wildlife

incident to evaluate the damage to the wildlife population.

MarineLife Alliance has been trained by Duke University (US) to carry out sea turtle and dolphin necropsies. The NGO

keeps a log of stranded cetaceans, sea turtles and sharks found along the Bangladeshi coast. No oiled wildlife has

been reported so far.

Notification and early response

Data not available

Wildlife responders

Bangladesh does not have permanent wildlife rehabilitation centres or organisations that are experienced with the

rescue and rehabilitation of (oiled) marine and coastal wildlife. Nevertheless, there are a few organisations that could

provide useful information and local knowledge during an oiled wildlife incident.

There is a wildlife rescue centre established by the Wildlife Branch of the Department of Zoology (Jahangirnagar

University) in 2004. The centre rescues and rehabilitates confiscated wildlife in Bangladesh. MarineLife Alliance is an

active NGO working on a broad range of marine and coastal biodiversity conservation activities, including coral reefs,

sea turtles, stranding cetaceans and sharks monitoring and water birds. Six stations along the south east coast are

established with local manpower in each of them. MarineLife Alliance has 22 staff available. About 100 volunteers could

be called upon to assist with an oiled wildlife response. They have also good contacts with other NGOs, government

and local veterinarians. Information is pending on the rescue and rehabilitation activities that the NGO is carrying out.

The NGO Nature Conservation Management (NACOM), established in 1987, deals with natural resources management

and livelihood. Currently NACOM is working on coastal areas in Bangladesh protecting biodiversity resources including

marine species. In an event of an oiled wildlife incident, untrained volunteers could be mobilised.
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Other organisations that might be useful to contact in the aftermath of an oiled wildfire incidents include the Centre for

Coastal Environmental Conservation (CCEC), the Environmental and Social Development Organisation (ESDO), the

Nature Study Society of Bangladesh (NSSB) and the Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh (WTB). CCEC is a grassroots NGO

working towards the protection and sustainable management of the coastal ecosystems in Bangladesh. ESDO is an

NGO dedicated to the conservation of bio-diversity, environmental awareness and capacity building. ESDO is currently

monitoring the effects of global warming in the breeding and migratory habits of water birds. NSSB, founded in 1996,

primarily works on environmental public awareness and collects and shares information regarding the nature resources

in Bangladesh.  Research projects are also carried out and training programs are organised. WTB is a national

institution committed to conserving the biological diversity of Bangladesh.

The US-based Wildlife Conservation Society and Bangladesh's Cetacean Diversity Project have carried out a joint study

over the past six years on cetaceans.  The Mortality Network & Dolphin Hotline has been created, in which a Dolphin

Response Team responds to report incidents. The team assists in releasing the animals and in collecting information

and samples from dead animals.

The Coastal and Wetland Biodiversity Management Project (CWBMP) – BGD/99/G31 at Cox’s Bazar and Hakaluki

Haor is a UNDP-GEF funded project implemented by the Department of Environment (DoE) under the Ministry of

Environment and Forests, from 2003 to 2009

Friends of the Earth Bangladesh- Bangladesh environmental lawyers association (BELA) and IUCN both have an office

in Bangladesh.

Cooperation between stakeholders

NGOs and Universities cooperate together in different programs and have a good knowledge of each other's work.

Permanent facilities

MarineLife Alliance is planning to build a permanent wildlife rescue centre for cetaceans and sea turtles. A large tank is

being built. A boat is available.

Current processes

Documentation and references

General references

ITOPF Country Profile

http://banglapedia.search.com.bd/HT/C_0074.htm

http://www.southasiamcpaportal.org/toolkit/pdf/H3_SeabirdsandShorebirds.pdf

http://www.fao.org/fi/oldsite/BOBLME/website/sum_rep/Sum_Bangladesh.pdf

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,

in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has

therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,

corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of

Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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