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Introduction
Vietnam is located in Southeast Asia, bounded on the north by China and on the west by Burma, Cambodia
and Laos. The country as a whole has 3260km of coastline not inclusive of inshore islands and 2 offshore
archipelagos. Coastal habitat consists of mangrove forests, seagrass beds and coral reefs.
There are 16 marine protected areas including 3 Marine National Parks (Cat Ba, Con Dao and Hon Mun), 5
Marine Nature Species/Habitat Conservation Areas (Co To, Con Co, Hai Van  (Son Tra), Hon Cau, and Truong
Sa) and 6 Marine Nature Reserves (Tran Island, Bach Long Vi, Hon Me, Cu-Lao-Cham, Phu Quy and Phu
Quoc). Each category has a different level of protection. 6 of the areas are in the north, 6 in the central region,
one in Southeast and one in Southwest Vietnam.
Other areas of importance are the Trao Reef Ecosystem on the central coast, the Xuan Thuy Natural Wetland
(a Ramsar site), an area of mangrove and mudflats critical to waterbirds and shorebirds and UMinh Thong,
which is listed as an Important Bird Area. Hoang Sa (Paracel) and Truong Sa (Spratly) islands host significant
congregations of seabirds.
Oil and gas exploration and production are increasing in the South China Sea with both Vietnam and China
working in the area. Increased shipping traffic is also a concern with 60 ports along the coast.  70% of the oil
imported to Vietnam comes through its southern ports including Vung Tau and Sai Gon. Vietnam is situated
along the major sea route for oil transport between the Middle East and eastern Asia.
Wildlife at risk include birds, marine mammals and sea turtles.
Endangered bird species include Spoonbilled sandpiper (Eurynorhynchus pygneus), spot billed pelican
(Pelecanus philippensis), black faced spoonbill (Platalea minor), greater adjutant (Leptoptilos dubius), White-
eared Night Heron )
Threatened or Vulnerable species include Saurus crane (Grus antigone), black-necked crane (Grus
niggricollis), Chinese egret (Egretta eulophotes), Saunder’s gull (Larus saundersi)
Locally vulnerable, but not internationally listed species include Terek’s Sandpiper ((Xenus cinereus), black-
headed ibis (Threskiornis melanocephalus), common crane (Grus grus), Great-billed heron (Ardea sumantrana)
Many species of cetacean are found in Vietnamese waters but the species of greatest concern are the
Irrawaddy river dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris), a critically endangered species. Finless porpoise (Neophocaena
phocasniodes), Indo-pacific bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus), Sousa (Sousa chinensis), Spinner dolphin
(Stenella longirostris), pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuata), Fraser’s dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosei)
are also species of special concern as they are CITES Appendix II.
Dugong (Dugong dugon) are found in seagrass beds. To date no dugongs have been affected by oil spills
worldwide.
There are five species of sea turtle found in Vietnam, four of which nest on Vietnam beaches- Leatherback
(Dermochelys coriacea), green (Chelonia mydas), olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), Hawksbill
(Eretmochelys imbricata). Loggerhead turtles (Caretta caretta) are also found in Vietnamese waters. All are
endangered or threatened. Sea turtle nesting activity on Con Dao Island off the south coast is being
monitored. Several other sites in the country are being considered for management as well.

Regional Seas
Gulf of Tonkin (Northeast)
South China Sea (East)
Pacific Ocean (Southwest)
Gulf of Thailand  (extreme Southwest)
The Mekong Delta in the south and the Red River Delta in the north, while not technically seas, contain
significant marine environments

Past experience
1994-May: a 200 ton oil slick after ship collision in Long Tau River near Ho Chi Minh City. Ffish and wildlife
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were killed.
2001-September 19,00 gallons diesel oil near Vung Tau (South China Sea not far from Ho Chi Minh City). Most
of the oil hit resort beaches.
2003-March: A 600 tonnes fuel oil sank in the river near Ho Chi Minh City) oil spread 7km toward aquaculture
farms and beaches of Vung Tao
In 2007 a ‘mystery slick’ possibly from a damaged Chinese oilrig, caused problems along the central and
southern coast area. A nature reserve noted for its turtles was affected. Local manual cleanup was initiated
2008-March 1,500 tonnes diesel in a tanker capsized going from Ho Chi Minh City to DaNang also in Vung Tau
area.
In addition to known source spills there is a growing problem of mystery spills and/or chronic oiling

Response: the role of the authorities
In 2005 the Minister of Natural Resources and Environment established the Vietnam Environment Protection
Agency, with the responsibility for prevention, mitigation and remediation of environmental pollution. The Law
on Environment Protection, Maritime Law, Marine Production Law and Oil and Gas Law each have
environmental protection aspects but there is limited scope for enforcement.
Viet Nam’s National Oil Spill Response Plan divides the country into three regions
1. North-from the border with China to the end of Quang Binh province including the Tonkin Gulf
2. Central-from Quang Tri to Binh Thuan, the regional oil spill center in this region is open.
3. South-from Ninh Thuan to Ca Mau and Kien Giang
The Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (MOSTE) has overall responsibility for oil spill response
but the response can then be delegated to the regional People’s Committee.
o Vietnam is a signatory to the Joint Statement on Partnership in Oil Spill Preparedness and Cooperation
(OPRC) in the Gulf of Thailand (other signatories are Thailand and Cambodia) and the ASEAN OSPAR
(Project on Oil Spill Preparedness and Response in ASEAN countries).
o Vietnam is a signatory to the Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia
(PEMSEA)’s Haikou Partnership Agreement (Japan and Korea are also members), which is tasked with
formulating and implementing national policies and action plans for sustainable coastal development, one
aspect of which is the protection of endangered marine mammals and seabirds.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines for oiled wildlife response in Vietnam’s oil spill response plan.

Response objectives and strategy
See Above

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
It is not clear whether there would be a positive response to offers of oiled wildlife response. There is now a an
NGO Education for Nature Vietnam (ENV) which was established in 2000. While their primary efforts focus on
education and illegal trade, there is a community based awareness aspect which might be tapped into in the
event of oiled wildlife response being allowed.

Impact assessment
The national plan does not address wildlife issues specifically in the damage assessment section. Aquaculture
and certain types of habitat are considered.

Notification and early response
Notification is through the Regional Offices, i.e. the Saigon, Nha Trang and Vung Tau Port Authorities.

Wildlife responders
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There is no oiled wildlife response expertise in Vietnam.
There is a research organization, the Vietnam Cryptozoic and Rare Animals Research Centre which is involved
with surveying the wildlife of the country which may also be able to provide some assistance
There is one Vietnamese NGO Education for Nature Vietnam (ENV) whose main focus is illegal trade in wildlife
which might become involved in local response efforts

Cooperation between stakeholders
The Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment would be the in-country coordinator. There are also the
international organizations (ASEAN’s Project on Oil Spill Preparedness and Response and Oil Spill
Preparedness and Cooperation (OPRC) in the Gulf  of Thailand) which potentially would play a role in
coordinating a wildlife response.
Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) is tasked with protection of
endangered mammals and seabirds so would be expected to play a role in spills within joint Japanese, Korean
and Vietnamese waters.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for rescue/rehabilitation as of 2008.

Current processes
n/a

Documentation and references
General references
http://www.asianlii.org/vn/legis/laws/rtnpocwosiit20012010p684/
(Viet Nam National Oil Spill Plan)
ITOPF Viet Nam Country Profile
http://www.monre.gov.vn
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
http://coombs.anu.edu.au/~vern/dong-vat/qui-hiem.html
(Vietnam Cryptozoic and Rare Animal Research Centre)
http://www.envietnam.org/index.html
(Education for Nature-Vietnam)
http://www.mekong-protected-areas.org/vietnam
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These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
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