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Introduction
Tanzania is located in Eastern Africa and borders eight countries including Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia and Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Tanzania has approximately 1,400 km. coastline including the three large offshore islands of Pemba, Zanzibar
and Mafia and numerous smaller islands. Tanzania’s extensive coast supports a rich array of natural systems 
including fringing and patch reefs, mangrove forests, estuaries, sheltered bays, sand beaches and seagrass 
beds.
Around two thirds of the coastline is protected by fringing coral reefs, often close to the shore and surrounding
numerous small islands. Patch reefs are scattered along the continental shelf. The most important and 
extensive coral reef habitats occur at Tanga, Pemba, Unguja, Mafia, Kilwa and Mtwara.  Seagrass beds are 
widely distributed along the shallow continental shelf in intertidal and sub-tidal areas, coastal lagoons and 
mangrove creeks off the coast of Tanga (Moa), Bagamoyo, Rufiji, Kilwa and Mtwara and the west side of 
Pemba, Unguja and Mafia Islands (Richmond, 1997; Muhando et al., 1999; UNEP, 2001; Ochieng & 
Erftemeijer, 2002). Mangrove stands occupy 108,000ha of the coast, with the Rufiji Delta supporting the largest
contiguous block of mangrove forest on the Eastern Africa seaboard, over 1,000 km² supporting a diverse 
variety of flora and fauna and one of the richest prawn fishing grounds in the region (Wang et al., 2002).

Five species of marine turtles occur in Tanzania’s waters including the Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), the
Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), the Green (Chelonia mydas), the Loggerhead (Caretta caretta) and the 
Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea). The Green and the Hawksbill nest on Tanzania's sandy beaches. While 
low Green sea turtles density nesting has been reported along the mainland coast from Tanga in the north to 
Mtwara in the south, the most concentrated numbers of nests appear to be on the offshore islands of Zanzibar,
Mafia and possibly the Songo Songo archipelago. The main nesting season is between February and July. 
Hawksbills are also widely distributed but are less abundant. Nesting has only been recorded in low numbers 
on small remote offshore islands such as Misali and Mnemba Islands in Zanzibar, the small islands off Dar es 
Salaam, Shungi-mbili Island in northwest Mafia and the Songo Songo archipelago. The most important nesting
sites in Tanzania are Misali Island, off Pemba, and Mafia Island. The main nesting season is during the 
northeast monsoon between December and April. Southern Tanzania and the Mafia area are important 
foraging grounds for loggerheads turtles nesting in Tongaland and Natal in South Africa.

A few species of dolphins also have been recorded in Tanzania waters including Indo-Pacific bottlenose 
(Tursiops aduncus), humpback (Sousa chinensis), spinner dolphins (Stenella longirostris), rough-toothed 
dolphin (Steno bredanensis). The occurrences of dolphins have also been noted in the Rufiji Delta, Saadani, 
around Latham Island, Tanga (northern Tanzania) and Mtwara (south Tanzania) (Linden and Lundin, 1995), 
although without any reference to species.

Important Bird Areas in Tanzania are located in Tanga North, Tanga South, Dar es Salaam Coast, Rufiji Delta,
Mafia Island, Mnazi Bay, Pemba Island, Zanzibar South Coast, Zanzibar East Coast, Latham Island. The latter
has some very important bird colonies.  Large numbers of four species of seabirds breed at the island including
the swift tern Sterna (bergii thalassina), common noddy (Anous stolidus plumbeigularis), masked booby (Sula 
dactylatra melanops) and sooty tern (Sterna fuscata nubilosa).

Extensive gas fields have been identified off the coast at Songo Songo and Mnazi Bay and these are in the 
process of being developed. The planned offshore oil drilling in addition to the maritime transportation of oil and
other chemical substances poses a threat to the coast and the marine wildlife.

[Officially this island is known as Unguja, while the term Zanzibar refers to the administrative state which 
includes both this island and Pemba. Despite this, the term Zanzibar is most commonly used in relation to the 
single island, and this is the usage applied here]
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Past experience
Any major oil spills have occurred in Tanzanian waters. Small to medium incidents did occur in the past.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Tanzania’s National Oil Spill Contingency plan is currently a draft document and it is in the process of 
being finalised. The draft document has been reviewed several times. Amendments to the plan are issued by 
the National Environment Management Council (NEMC), which has a co-ordinating role for all environmental 
matters. For the time being, the Tanzania Coastal Management Partnership (TCMP), which is a Unit of NEMC,
deals with all coastal and marine issues of the council and is also responsible for all assignments given for the
plan including amendments, reviewing and coordination. The draft contingency plan has been tested once in 
Bagamoyo. Environmental sensitivity maps for the entire Tanzania coastline are currently being developed by
NEMC, SUMATRA, Tanzania Harbours Authority (THA) and World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

The overall responsibility for response to oil spills lies with the Tanzania Harbours Authority. The Ministry of 
Infrastructure Development/ Surface and Marine Transport Regulatory Authority (SUMATRA) is responsible for
the implementation and enforcement of all matters related to the Marine Oil Spill Contingency Planning and to 
ensure the mobilisation procedures in the contingency plans.

The Department of Wildlife of the Ministry for Natural Resources and Tourism (MNRT) will assume 
responsibility for an oiled wildlife response. The Marine Parks & Reserves Unit (MPRU) of the MNRT will 
manage oiled wildlife incidents if an incident occurs within Marine Protected Areas.

Tanzania Petroleum and Development Company (TPDC) is closely involved in the design of oil spill 
contingency plans for all installations in the country.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
No formal policy or oiled wildlife plan has been defined.

Response objectives and strategy
Priority will be given to protect any sensitive areas by means of booms or other equipment.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
It is most likely that an attempt would be made to rehabilitate oiled animals, but most likely overseas assistance
will be sought, as there is neither wildlife response capacity nor expertise.

Impact assessment
There is no precedent for carrying out seabird population’s impact assessment.
If should occur any oiled marine mammal, most likely the Marine Research Institute would carry out necropsies.
Sea sense (NGO) records sightings of dead turtles and marine mammals found on the
beach. NEMC will establish an evaluation and monitoring programme after the spill clean up operations to 
determine to long-term effect on flora and fauna in the high environmental sensitivity areas vicinity of the spill. 
NEMC, in consultation with other stakeholders shall determine the degree of restoration of the polluted areas 
upon completion of operations.

Notification and early response
The National Reporting Centre (Tanzania Harbours Authority, Zanzibar Ports Cooperation -Marine- and MSC 
(Lakes)) is the focal point for receiving all reports on observed oil and chemical pollution of the sea, and in turn,
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will alert/notify to the relevant authorities, the National Coordinating Centre (NCC) and the key National 
Coordinating Committee members. The National Coordinating Committee will act as an advisory body and 
have no direct competence in relation to the operational response to a pollution accident.
Any notification of an oiled wildlife incident would be channelled to the Ministry for Natural Resources and 
Tourism. The Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestocks and 
Environment could be expected to notify the Institute of Marine Science.

Wildlife responders
Tanzania does not have permanent wildlife rehabilitation centre or organisations that are experienced with the 
rescue and rehabilitation of (oiled) marine and coastal wildlife. Nevertheless, there are a few organisations that
could provide useful information and local knowledge during an oiled wildlife incident. Sea Sense is a small 
grass-roots organization established in 2001 devoted to the conservation of dugongs and seaturtles working on
a diverse range of conservation and monitoring activities. Sea turtles and marine mammal stranded corpses 
are recorded. The Wildlife Conservation Society of Tanzania (WCST), which is the Birdlife partner, would be 
ready to team up with any organization to build skills and capacity in this field and assist with the response. 
Offices are located at Arusha and the Dar es Salaam. The Tanzania Natural Resources Forum (TNRF) would 
be most able to help with information sharing through its network (1600+ individual members). The Marine 
Research Institute and the University of Dar es Salaam could assist with the necropsies of marine mammals.  
Depending on where the spill would take place, the Tanzania Forest Conservation would get involve in finding 
volunteers which could be called upon to assist with an oiled wildlife response and providing local knowledge of
species. The Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) and the Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute 
(TAFIRI) might get involved as well, but as yet, not clear to which extent.
Both World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) and International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources (IUCN) have an office in Tanzania. There is also a regional programme WIOLAB (based in Nairobi,
Kenya) that assess the status of marine pollution.

Cooperation between stakeholders
No reference

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent wildlife rescue centre in Tanzania.

Current processes
No reference

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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