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Introduction

Peru is bordered by Ecuador and Columbia in the north and Brazil and Bolivia in the east.

The Humboldt Current Large Marine Ecosystem (LME), which occurs off Peru year-round, is one of the major

upwelling systems of the world, supporting an extraordinary abundance of marine life including important

fishery resources and marine mammals.

There are 33 species of cetaceans recorded in Peruvian waters, including blue whale Balaenopteridae

musculus, Sei whale Balaenoptera borealis, Sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus, dusky dolphin

Lagenorhynchus obscures, Rissos’s dolphin Grampus griseus, tucuxi Sotalia fluviatilis, Amazon River Dolphin

Inia geofrensis. Two species of pinnipeds also inhabit Peruvian waters including the Southern fur seal

Arctocephalus australis and the South American sea lion Otaria byronia.

Five species of sea turtles are also found in Peruvian waters including the Green Chelonia mydas, leatherback

turtle Dermochelys coriacea, Olive Ridley Lepidochelys olivacea, Loggerhead Caretta caretta, and Hawksbill

Eretmochelys imbricata.

As part of the Peru’s National Protected Areas System, three marine protected area exist in Peru. The Guano

Islands and Capes National Reserve is distributed among 22 individual islands or groups of islands, 11 coastal

capes and their surrounding marine spaces. Different species breeding on the islands include the Guanay

cormorant Phalacrocorax bougainvilii, which is an endemic species, the Peruvian booby Sula variegata and the

Peruvian pelican Pelecanus thagus. The guano islands are the breeding grounds for 72 % of the South

American fur seal Arctocephalus australis, 84.4% of the Southern sea lions Otaria byronia, 60% of the

Humboldt penguins Spheniscus humboldti, and the entire population of the endemic and highly endangered

Peruvian diving petrel Pelecanoides garnottii.

Paracas National Reserve, is home to numerous migrants and resident birds including Grey gull (Larus

modestus), Tern (Larosterna inca), Black Skimmer (Rynchops nigra), Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), Red-

legged Cormorant (Phalacrocorax gaimardi), Guanay cormorant (Phalacrocorax bougainvilli), Humboldt

Penguin (Spheniscus humboldti), flamingos (Phoenicopterus chilensis) and also 20 species of marine

mammals.

In the Peruvian Amazon, oil spills pose a risk to wildlife and the ecosystem as a whole due to the variety of river

systems—from floating meadows to swamp forest to oxbow lakes to sand bars—that would be affected. The

remoteness of the place would challenge the response.

The Peruvian state granted concessions to the international oil industry recently near to very important

ecological habitats. In 2008, there were 64 active blocks under contract with multinational companies in the

Peruvian Amazon. The only areas fully protected from oil and gas activities are national parks and national and

historic sanctuaries. However, 20 blocks overlap 11 less strictly protected areas, such as Communal Reserves

and Reserved Zones. At least 58 of the 64 blocks overlay lands titled to indigenous peoples. Further, 17 blocks

overlap areas that have proposed or created reserves for indigenous groups in voluntary isolation.

Paracas National reserve, which is located near to Pisco, where oil refineries are located, has a risk of suffering

pollution incidents.
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Past experience

There have been minor spills in Peru.

A spill of 200 tonnes of crude from a submarine pipeline in 1984 severely polluted several of Lima’s amenity

beaches. The Vessel Cape Knox (2008) spilled 5500 litres of diesel fuel, near to one of the most sensitive

ecological areas, the Paracas National Reserve. According to sources, many sea lions died. The explosion of

the tanker BAP Supe (Jan 2008) caused a marine pollution incident. Mangroves in Tumbes and Piura and

fisheries were threatened, but were not affected in the end. Timachesvk (Feb 2010) off San Andrés, in the

Paracas Bay (harbour San Andres), threatened the Natural Reserves of Paracas.

The Corrientes region of the Peruvian Amazon has suffered several small oil spills. Pollution from oil spills still

exists in many sites,  which presents a serious health risk to local Achuar indigenous communities nearby. In

August 1992, a pipeline rupture caused a 75,000 gallon spill which polluted the Rio Napo. The Camisea

pipeline, which runs from the Amazon, over the Andes to the Pacific Coast, has ruptured four times, with at

least three major spills since August 2004.

Response: the role of the authorities

The National Contingency Plan has been recently revised and accorded a Presidential Decree.

The oil spill authority responsible for controlling marine and inland waterway pollution is the General Direction

of Captaincy and Coastguard (DICAPI). Within DICAPI, a specialised unit, the Pollution Department, provides a

permanent body of expertise on pollution. DICAPRI supervises the development of local and district plans.

The Ministry of Environment is the national authority dealing with coastal and marine environmental issues.

Oiled wildlife response would rest under that Ministry. However as yet nothing has been formally addressed.

The national service of natural protected areas (SERNANP) of the Ministry of Environment is the authority that

will assume responsibility for responding to oiled wildlife incidents in protected areas. The Unit of Maritime-

Coastal of SERNANP will act as a coordinator of the response.

Oiled wildlife response

Formal guidelines?

No formal guidelines on oiled wildlife response exist.

Response objectives and strategy

There is no reference to pre-spill defined objectives or a strategy for an oiled wildlife response. A lack of

strategy, expertise, permanent facilities and funding will challenge any  response.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?

Most likely the government would support the rescue and rehabilitation of oiled wildlife.

Impact assessment

The Peruvian Institute of the Sea would most likely carry out a wildlife impact assessment.  Dead marine

mammals would also be dealt with by Mar Azul.

Key information on the distribution and occurrence of seabirds and marine mammals is available for the

National Reserve Paracas.

Notification and early response

No reference
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Wildlife responders

There is neither a wildlife rehabilitation centre nor specific oiled wildlife response expertise in Peru. However, a

few organisations could provide useful information and local knowledge during an oiled wildlife incident:

MundoAzul is a very active organisation which has a hotline which aims to rescue stranded dolphins, sea lions

and other marine wildlife. The emergency service runs 24 hours a day all year round. However, the

infrastructure and means are very basic. In the future, the organisation aims to establish a network of NGOs to

enhance the level of preparedness and response and fundraising to purchase mobile units. MundoAzul has

excellent relations with the government.

The Peruvian Sea Institute (IMARPE) of the Ministry of Production has no experience in dealing with past oiled

wildlife incidents, but some of its staff have followed a training session on rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife,

including oiled seabirds and marine mammals. In the aftermath of an oiled wildlife incident, IMARPE could

provide knowledge on species distribution, and would probably  assist with treating oiled wildlife and seeking

volunteers, as well as  carrying out a wildlife impact assessment.

ORCA is a non-profit organization based in Lima dedicated to rescue and rehabilitate marine mammals

including pinnipeds and sea turtles. A stranding network of marine mammals operates 24 hours all year round.

Sea turtles Group jointly with the Peruvian Association for the Conservation of Nature (APECO) have

developed sea tutle conservation projects since 2001. Different project including monitoring migrant seabirds

and penguins are also carried out by the organisation.

The Lima based NGO Pro Delphinus conducts projects on research and conservation of threatened and

endangered marine species, but with no experience in treating oiled wildlife. Stranded birds are sent to

SERNANP and injured penguins are brought to the Zoo. It cooperates with the Peruvian Centre for Cetacean

Research (CEPEC), a centre that accounts with few veterinarians with experience on marine mammals.

Pending information on the Cilde Dolphin Research Centre and the Coastal Areas and Marine Resources

(ACOREMA), which is a private organisation working on the conservation of marine and coastal resources.

Amazon Community Animal Rescue, Education & Safety (CARES) is a charity dealing with animals rescue and

rehabilitation an animal welfare issues in the Peruvian Amazon region. It is staffed by two veterinarians and

they run a veterinarian clinic.

WWF have an office in Peru. Wildlife Conservation Society has also a programme in Peru. The International

Penguin Conservation Working Group would be useful if oiled penguins would be involved in the aftermath of a

spill.

Cooperation between stakeholders

Some NGOs in Peru have agreements with the government. The Peruvian NGOs have knowledge and good

working relationship amongst them.

Permanent facilities

No reference

Current processes

No reference

Documentation and references

General references
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obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,

in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has

therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,

corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.
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