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Introduction

The Kingdom of Norway lies in the western part of Scandinavian Peninsula and its mainland has a huge
coastline of circa 83,000 kms, characterised by fjords. It borders North Atlantic, including the Norwegian Sea in
the west, the North Sea and Skagerak in the south/southeast and the Arctic Ocean (Barents Sea) in the North.
The northern part of Norway lies north of  the Arctic circle and includes the remote archipelago of Svalbard
(close to the north pole, with another 9000km's of coastline) and Jan Mayen (east of Greenland).

Norway is the third oil exporting country in the world with most of the E&P activities located offshore, operating
from numerous oil rigs and platforms in the EEZ, connected with the shore through pipelines.

Marine mammals
Norway's marine wildlife include many species of mammals, including polar bear, pinnipeds (in the north
including walrus, bearded, ringed and harp seals)  and cetaceans (numerous species of dolphins and whales,
in the north including the beluga whale and bowhead whale)

Seabirds
Numerous bird species are found in the Norwegian sea in high densities. The area includes internationally
important breeding populations of divers (inland), auks, cormorants and sea duck, some breeding gannets. The
coastal area host wintering auks, sea duck, divers and cormorants. The largest seabird breeding colonies are
found in the northern half of the country; the bird island Runde near Alesund being the most famous exception.

Regional Seas

North Atlantic
Norwegian Sea
North Sea and Skagerak
Barentz Sea

Past experience

Norway recently experienced a remarkable number of oil spill incidents that did affect oiled wildlife or
threatened to do so. Although not large in scale, they have raised some national discussions on the need for
Norway to have an oiled wildlife response plan in place.
The recent incidents include:
- Rockness spill (Bergen, 2004)
- Glomma spill (Fredrikstad, 2006).
- Server spill (Bergen, 2007)
- Statfjord spill (offshore, 2007)
-Full city (Langesund, 2009)

In the aftermath of the Server spill, a  bird stabilization and holding facility was set up jointly by SWAN and
WWF-Norway on the island of Fedje, and a rehabilitation centre was established at the HydroStatoil facilities. In
total, 36 birds were captured and treated and 24 were released. A budget was made available by the
authorities. As requested by SWAN, Sea Alarm and Project Blue Sea were mobilised. The Panama-registered
bulk cargo ship ”Full City” grounded at Sastein, off Langesund, southern coast of Norway  creating an oiled
wildlife incident. A total of 181 oiled birds were brought to a temporary wildlife rescue centre to receive
treatment. 96 animals were successfully rehabilitated and released back into the wild. The wildlife response,
whcih was very mcuh integrated intot he overall oil spill response, was carried out by the Norwegian Oiled
Wildlife Response Network (NOW)) which includes 7 organisation in total: Naturvernforbund (Norwegian
Society for the Conservation of Nature, Friends of the Earth Norway), NOAH , Norsk Ornitologisk Forening
(Norwegian Ornithological Society, NOF), Verdens Naturfond (WWF Norway), Norsk Natur Informasjon (NNI) ,
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Sea & Wildlife Alert Norway (SWAN) and Greenpeace Norway. An international response team - led by Sea
Alarm-  was also mobilised to assist with the response. A rotation scheme of international experts was
schedule, being in total  9 members who responded, including VOC (Belgium), Project Blue Sea (Germany),
Ölvogelhilfe (Germany), RSCPA (UK). According to the Norwegian Ornithological Society, 34 species were
affected, and more than 1500 oiled observations were reported. Dead birds were stored in freezer containers
and eventually sent to the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research(NINA).

Response: the role of the authorities

The Norwegian Coastal Administration (Kystverket, NCA) is the national agency for coastal management,
marine safety and communication and has the responsibility to ensure a good national preparedness against
acute pollution.

The national contingency system has been developed under the Pollution Control Act, and is divided into
private, municipal and governmental contingency areas with specific responsibilities. The 430 coastal
municipalites are divided into 34 intermunicpal preparedness areas, each with their own approved contingency
plan, which includes sensitivity maps.

In Norway, a considerable responsibility in response preparedness rests with private companies, especially the
oil industry. All oil companies that are active in the Norwegian offshore oil and gas sector have formed the
Norwegian Clean Seas Association for Operating Companies (NOFO) in which they cooperate to meet these
requirements.

The NCA oversees all the contingency plans at the different levels and coordinates an integrated response.

With regards to oiled wildlife response, an explicit plan does not exist. The NCA  has become increasingly
interested into the subject, following the recent developments with a number of incidents in which a wildlife
problem developed. Remarkably, in the aftermath of the Server spill (January 2007), the NCA has facilitated an
integrated oiled wildlife response for which it also made a budget available. Also a new policy has been
adopted (as of 2007) that the contingency plans for all new oil and gas activities should include an emergency
plan for oiled wildlife. This has resulted in the development of such a plan for a short drilling activity by Hydro in
September 2007.

Also in 2007, NCA has started discussions with other governmental ministries, departments and agencies to
explore the need for a national policy on oiled wildlife response. These agencies, including the Directorate for
Nature Management, the Norwegian Food Safety Authority (animal welfare), Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal
Affairs, have been requested to take a formal position in the matter. Further progress in this discussion is
pending the answers to the request.

Oiled wildlife response

Formal guidelines?
No national plan for oiled wildlife response exists in Norway. As of 2007, an integrated oiled wildlife response
plan is required for new E&P activities in Norway's EEZ.

Response objectives and strategy
In the aftermath of recent incidents (Rockness 2004; Glomma spill, 2006; Server 2007; Full city 2009) an effort
was undertaken to capture, clean and rehabilitate the birds. In case of the Server and Full City spills the
activities took place as an integrated part of the oil spill response and commissioned by NCA.
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The development of agreed national objectives and strategies is pending the outcome of a process in which
NCA has requested a formal position from some relevant ministries, departments and agencies.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
No formal guidelines exist for the treatment of live animals. Depending on the situation and the species,
euthanasia or rehabilitation may be considered. In many parts of Norway, the conditions (weather, sea state,
type of coast, remoteness) may not allow a wildlife response. Until a formal policy is in place, NCA can be
expected to consider the reasonability of a wildlife response and the objectives and strategy to follow on a case
to case basis

Impact assessment
Actors such as Norsk Natur Informasjon (NNI) and the Norwegian Insitute for Nature Research (NINA) will be
involved to make assessments on impact on seabird populations. The Norwegian Ornithological Society (NOF)
will be in charge of
search and collection.

Notification and early response
In case of an oil spill incident, the NCA will be informed. Subsequently the NCA will notify all relevant parties
through an established cascading notification process.
In case of an oiled wildlife incident, a formal notification scheme is not in place, but the NCA can be expected to
notify the most important wildlife responders (including SWAN, NNA, WWF-Norway) as and if appropriate.

Wildlife responders

Although there is no permanent rescue centre in Norway, a  few organisations have experience in handling and
attending oiled birds. In 2008,  a network of organizations entitled  Norwegian Oiled Wildlife Response Network
(NOW) was established to  respond to oiled wildlife incidents. NOW includes Sea & Wildlife Alert Norway
(SWAN), Norwegian Society for the Conservation of Nature, ), NOAH , (Norwegian Ornithological Society
(NOF), WWF Norway, Norsk Natur Informasjon (NNI)  and Greenpeace-Norway.

SWAN, Ocean Bird Rehab (one person), Friends of the Earth and NOAH are all organisations that are are
familiar with international guidelines of oiled wildlife rehabilitation. SWAN, which has a staff of two, has
experience in handling and attending oiled wildlife. NOAH, an animal welfare organisation, has one trained
veterinarian who has been in different oiled wildlife incidents in Norway, and other people available that could
organize the volunteers in the response. Norwegian Society for the Conservation of Nature, which is the
Friends of the Earth partner in Norway , in the event of an oiled wildlife incident, expertise and equipment could
be provided. During the Full City spill, a great amount of stockpile was built that could easily be shipped over
from one place to other in Norway.

The international organisation WWF in Norway,  following similar initiatives taken by its sister organisations in
Finland (WWF-Finland) and Estonia (ELF), is recruiting many volunteers and providing them training on
shoreline clean up closely with the authorities.

The Norwegian Ornithological Society (NOF)  works closely with the government regarding the organsiation of
search and collection of the oiled birds. Norsk Natur Informasjon (NNI) has also been involved in past oiled
wildlife incidents with regards to wildlife impact assessment. Dead corpses are brought to the Norwegian
Institute for Nature Research (NINA) to carry out necropsies.

Dyrebeskyttelsen could be useful as well in the aftermath of an oiled wildlife incident.

Cooperation between stakeholders

In September 2007 Sea Alarm and the local responder, SWAN, organised a meeting of NGOs to explore the
ground for cooperation between wildlife responders, which was followed by a second meeting in February
2008. This process is aiming at forming a united front of experienced wildlife responders and scientists that is
able to carry out a coordinated response and that can act as a one stop shop for cooperation with the
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authorities. Discussions are currently taking place between authorities and responders with the aim of
increasing the level of oiled wildlife preparedness response.

Permanent facilities

No permanent rehabilitation facilities exist in Norway.
Norwegian Society for the Conservation of Nature-Friends of the Earth Norway has a  stockpile of equipment
that could be mobilised. The equipment is being stored in a mobile unit.

Current processes

Both at the governmental level and the NGO level, processes are taking place that aim to achieve a higher
national level of preparedness for oiled wildlife incidents. Also the oil industry in Norway can be expected to
follow these processes with interest and contribute to it.

Documentation and references

General references
www.kystverket.no
www.itopf.com
http://www.birdingnorway.no/norwaylist/index.htm

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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