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Introduction
The Kenya coast covers 600 km, along the Indian Ocean sharing borders with Somalia and Tanzania. Within
this coastal region are six marine reserves or national parks (Malindi, Kiunga and Mpunguti Reserves and
Watamu, Mombasa and Kisite National Parks) with coral reefs, sea turtle nesting beaches and marine bird
populations. The Kenyan coastline is protected by a fringing reef that runs nearly its entire length and support
high diversity of marine life.

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species
A survey of the Tana River Delta found over 340 species of waterbird in the area. Below is a partial list of some
species of possible concern.  A copy of the full listing accompanies this report.
Endangered
Sooty albatross (Phoebetria fusca), Indian yellow-nosed albatross (Thalassarche carteri), Basra reed warbler
(Acrocephalus griseldis)
Vulnerable
Madagascar pratincole (Glareola ocularis), Grey crowned crane (Balearica regulorum), Spectacled petrel
(Procellaria conspicillata)
Other Marine Species
Crab plover (Dromas ardeola), Saunder’s tern (Sterna saundersi), roseate tern (Sterna dougallii), Pink-backed
pelican (Pelecanus rufenscens), African openbill stork (Anastomus lamelligerus), African spoonbill (Platalea
alba), white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), long-tailed or reed cormorant (Plaocrocorax africanus). African
darter (Anhinga rufa)

Marine mammals
Over thirty-four species of marine mammal have been recorded in Kenyan waters but little is known about the
abundance or seasonality of these species.
Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus), fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus), Dugong,
Indo-pacific humpback dolphin (Sousa chinensis), melon-headed whale (Peponocephala electra).

Sea Turtles
Three species (Green (Chelonia mydas), hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) and Olive ridley (Lepidochelys
olivacea) are likely to be more impacted because they nest on Kenya’s beaches. Green turtles and hawksbill
turtles are the predominant species in Kenya’s water. Both species are widely distributed along the entire
Kenya coast within 20m isobath in areas associated with seagrass and coral reefs.

Endangered
Green (Chelonia mydas), hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), loggerhead (Caretta caretta),
and leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea)
Vulnerable
|Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea)

The Western Indian Ocean is a major sea route for oil shipments from the Middle East, with the port of
Mombasa being a key facility in East Africa.  In addition to Kenya’s ship traffic concerns, the presence of
Somali pirates in the area has potential to interfere with any oil spill response. The hijacking of a Saudi
supertanker in 2008 highlighted these concerns.
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Regional Seas
Indian Ocean (East)

Past experience
There has not been a major oil spill off the Kenya coast to date. A spill of 5,00 metric tons in 1998 damaged
mangroves and a 140 metric ton spill in Mombassa harbor also affected local mangroves and fishing
communities. The activities of Somali pirates off the Kenya coast increase the potential for a serious spill in the
area.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Kenya National Oil Spill Response Contingency Plan was implemented in July 2001. The plan gives the
Kenya Port Authority responsibility for pollution incidents in Kenya territorial waters (all inshore and up to 100
nautical miles offshore). The plan recognizes three levels of oil spill incidents, with Tier Three (more than 1000
tons) requiring external assistance

The UNDP is presently funding a Kenya Marine and Fisheries Institute project to develop an Oil Spill Sensitivity
Atlas as part of the National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan.
Kenya is a signatory to the Nairobi Convention

Kenya has agreements with Tanzania and the Seychelles to develop a global maritime distress and safety
systems center in Mombasa for response along the East African coast.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
Under the Kenya National Oil Spill Response Contingency Plan, the Kenya Wildlife Service has primary
responsibility for oiled wildlife response.

Response objectives and strategy
KWS will take an active leadership and participatory role in identification of sensitive wildlife areas and, in the
event of an oil spill, the protection and cleanup of wildlife. Response to major oil spill incident is based on
priorities to protect human life, wildlife and environmental resources. KWS response also focuses on
identification and mapping of wildlife areas and resources, which include but are not limited to fishing areas,
riparian habitats for turtle nesting, marine parks and reserves.

The strategy goes as follows:

o The KWS coast area office provides coordination of wildlife rescue and rehabilitation efforts in concert
with other government departments and nongovernment organizations.

o KWS prepares and implements the action plan pertaining to field reconnaissance, capture and
stabilization of oiled birds and mammals.

o KWS implements portions of the incident action plan pertaining to long-term rehabilitation of oiled birds
and mammals, wildlife release and monitoring.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Rehabilitation, under the direction of the KWS, would be the likely response whenever possible. (See
Response objectives)

Impact assessment
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Wildlife impact assessment during the spill, including field reconnaissance, would be lead by KWS. Post-spill
impact assessment might involve multiple agencies.

Notification and early response
The Kenya Port Authority (KPA) and the Oil Spills Response Administrator  (from Esso Kenya Limited) are the
first points of contact when an oil spill occurs. The Port Authority notifies the Kenya Wildlife Service when
response to wildlife is needed.

Wildlife responders
All oiled wildlife response is under the direction of the Kenya Wildlife Service.

Other important stakeholders who might be called upon to assist in oiled wildlife response include:
o Local Ocean Trust’s Watamu Turtle Watch
o Baobab Trust – Turtles
o Arocha Kenya – Birds
o Kenya Marine Fisheries Research Institute – Mangroves
o Kenya Sea Turtle Conservation Committee – Turtles
o Kenya Society for the Protection of Animals –

Cooperation between stakeholders
Kenya Wildlife Service’s Coastal Headquarters works closely with the Kenya Maritime Authority in the event of
oil spills.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent Stabilization (Primary Care) Facilities

Current processes
Kenya Maritime Authority oversees all oil spill response with Kenya Wildlife Service determining wildlife
response.

Documentation and references
General references
Kenya National Oil Spill Response Contingency Plan
ITOPF Kenya Country Profile
Tana River Delta Waterbird Count 2006-2008 (pdf
Kiszka, JJ et al. 2008. Incidental  catch of marine mammals in the southwest Indian Ocean: a preliminary
review.( www.c-3.org.uk/Multimedia/Reports/SC-60-SM13.pdf)
Local Ocean Trust/Watamu Turtle Watch (www.watamuturtles.com)

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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