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Introduction

The vast and diverse country of India shares coastal borders with Pakistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar. Sri

Lanka is separated from the southern tip of India by the Palk Strait. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands begin

south of Myanmar and extend to the northern tip of Indonesia. In the west is Lakshadweep, a group of islands

off the Kerala coast, just north of the Maldives. Thailand and Malaysia are also in close proximity to the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India’s coastline extends over 7500km and the country manages 2.2 million sq

km of exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

India is home of many species of birds. Endangered species include Siberian crane (Grus leucogeranus),

white-bellied heron (Ardea insignus), Oriental Stork (Ciconia boyciana), greater adjutant (Leptoptilos dubius),

white headed duck (Oxyura leucocephala) , white winged duck (Cairina scutulata) Nordmann’s greenshank

(Tringa guttifer), Christmas frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi), spoonbill sandpiper (Eurynorhynchus pygmeus).

Vulnerable species include Baikal teal (Anas formosa), marbled teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris), masked

finfoot (Heliopais personata), Pallas’ fish eagle (Haliaeetus leucoryhphus). Other marine species include Lesser

whistling duck (Demdrocygna javanica), comb duck (Sarkidiornis melanotos), Baer’s pochard (Aythya marila),

great white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), spot billed pelican (Pelecanus philippensis), white-bellied sea

eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster), little tern (Sterna albifrons), black noddy (Anous minutus), great crested tern

(Sterna bengali), greater sand plover (Charadrius leschenaultii), black headed ibis (Threskiornis

melanocephalus) Andaman crake (Rallina canningi), darter (Anhinga melanogaster),  Asian dowitcher

(Limnodromus semipalmatus), buff breasted sandpiper (Tryngites subruficolis).

Twenty-three species of whale and dolphin have been recorded in the waters off of India such as Sei whale

(Balaenoptera borealis), fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus), blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus),Dugong

(Dugong dugon), Indo-pacific humpbacked dolphin (Sousa chinsensis), Irrawaddy River dolphin (Orcaella

brevirostris), finless porpoise (Neophocaena phocaenoides), sperm whale (Physter macrocephalus).

Five species of sea turtles inhabit Indian waters, the Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), the Green  (Chelonia

mydas), the Loggerhead  (Caretta caretta), the Hawksbill  (Eretmochelys imbricata) and the Leatherback

(Dermochelys coriacea). Green and olive ridley sea turtles nest on the Indian coast.

Most of the country’s major oil refineries, pipelines and offshore rigs are of the coast of Gujarat (specifically

Kachchh), Mumbai (Bombay) and Goa. This is also the area with the richest marine life. The Gulf of Kachchh

National Marine Park and the Malvan Marine National Park in Maharashtra, for example, are in close proximity

to these rigs and ports.

Regional Seas

Bay of Bengal (Northwest)

Indian Ocean (South)

Arabian Sea (East)

Past experience

There have been 68 oil spills in Indian waters but to date none have had extensive impacts on wildlife. Some

examples:

1994 Greek cargo ship ran aground off of Goa in the Arabian Sea

2006 Japanese container collision off of Andaman and Nicobar archipelago

2009 Mongolian tanker sunk in the Bay of Bengal off the coast of Orissa. This area is one of the largest nesting

sites for olive ridley sea turtles but the spill occurred outside of nesting season.

Response: the role of the authorities

The Indian Coast Guard has central coordination authority for oil spill response under the National Oil Spill
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Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP) approved in 1996. The plan was updated in 2006 and 2008. It is a

three- tiered approach with Tier Three being a spill that requires outside assistance.

The Indian Coast Guard is closely involved with the wildlife wardens in Gujarat indicating willingness and

cooperation between oil spill response authorities and wildlife protection.

India is a partner in the UN’s South Asian Seas Programme (India’s Department of Ocean Development is lead

agency for this cooperative effort), along with Pakistan, the Maldives, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. India also

holds joint oil spill response exercises with the Maldivian Coast Guard.

Oiled wildlife response

Formal guidelines?

There are no formal guidelines for oiled wildlife response in India.

Response objectives and strategy

N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?

There are both cultural and religious sentiments against euthanasia of wild animals in India. In addition, both

culture and religion maintain a high regard for these animals, thus response within India would necessitate

rehabilitation.  The present position regarding euthanasia is likely to result in extended response effort and

perhaps the need for long-term care facilities for certain species. However, as all wildlife belongs to the

government, any response plan and effort would need approval from both Central and State Governments.

Impact assessment

At this point it is not clear who would be responsible for oiled wildlife impact assessment. However, in the wake

of the 2004 tsunami the Wildlife Trust of India, the Rainforest Initiative and Care Earth performed some impact

assessment work. As with the euthanasia or rehabilitation question, any assessment would need to be done

with the approval of the Central and State Governments.

Notification and early response

The Indian Coast Guard is the first point of contact. The National Headquarters is in New Delhi with regional

offices in Mumbai (West Coast and East Arabian Sea), Chennai (East Coast and Bay of Bengal) and Port Blair

(Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andaman Sea and East Bay of Bengal). A new office has recently opened in

Gandhinagar, Gujarat (North West).

Wildlife responders

India has a wildlife rehabilitation network, the Emergency Relief Network (ERN), which consists largely of

individual rehabilitators and is guided by the Wildlife Trust of India. As there has been no major oil spill off the

Indian coasts to date, experience with oiled wildlife rehabilitation is minimal. International Animal Rescue (IAR)

has a presence in India working with bears and domestic animals. The Chief Executive, Alan Knight OBE, has

some experience in the rescue aspect oil spill response thus the organization might be another resource in the

case of major spill.

Cooperation between stakeholders

The Wildlife Trust of India has a long history of working with the appropriate national authorities and would

likely coordinate with those authorities, local members of ERN and other interested parties in developing a

response to oiled wildlife.

The Gujarat Forest Department has experience in rescuing a sperm whale and would likely be a cooperating

agency in the event of an oil spill affecting wildlife. Within Gujarat the head of the Coast Guard is an honorary

Wildlife Warden and their mandate includes wildlife conservation, thus they would likely be key to oiled wildlife

within Gujarat

Permanent facilities

There are no permanent facilities for oiled wildlife response in India.
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Current processes

There are no formal processes for oiled wildlife response in India.

Documentation and references

General references

ITOPF India Country Profile

Marine Mammal Conservation Network of India (http://www.bizamp.net/marinemammals.in/)

Wildlife Trust of India (www.wti.org.in) Emergency Relief Network (http://www.wti.org.in/programmes/ern.htm)

Threatened birds of India (http://www.kolkatabirds.com/threatened.htm)

International Cooperation for Marine Environmental Protection in South Asia (India Navy presentation)

Role of the Coast Guard in Marine Environment Security (Presentation at 2002 Oil Spill Management

Workshop, Goa)

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
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Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,

corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.

© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2010

These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without

addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of

Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.

3© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2010

This Country Wildlife Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms and Conditions


