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Introduction
Poland is bordered by Germany to the west, the Czech Republic and Slovakia to the south, the Ukraine and Belarus to
the east, the Baltic to the northwest, the Kaliningrad Oblast and Lithuania to the northeast. The country’s 775 km of
coastline are comprised of sand dune, delta/estuary, lagoon and cliff areas.
In addition to its own ports of Szczecin, Gydnia and Gdansk, Kaliningrad (Russia) and Klaipeda (Lithuania) harbours are
nearby.
High risk areas include vulnerable coastal habitats near harbours, such as Szczecin Lagoon at the mouth of the Odra
(Oder) River, the nearby Bay of Pomerania and the Gulf of Gdansk, as well as offshore areas such as the Slupsk Bank.

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - from December to February, Puck Bay, Szczecin Lagoon and the Bay of Pomerania are among the
most important wintering areas for a variety of seabirds including the HELCOM Redlisted long-tailed duck, velvet scoter
and red-necked grebe. Szczecin Lagoon is also a critical stopover point for migrating birds. Locally important wintering
areas include the Swina River delta. The mouth of Przekop Wisly (Vistula cross-cut) is an important nesting area for
breeding waterbirds in spring and summer.

Marine mammals - three species of seal, grey, ringed and common (harbour) are found off the coast of Poland, with one
species of cetacean, the harbour porpoise, also regularly seen. Other marine mammals are rarely, if ever seen here.

Marine Reptiles - no sea turtles are reported in this region.

Regional Seas
Baltic Sea.

Past experience
There have been no major spills in Polish waters, however, a few minor spills have resulted in the rescue of small
numbers of birds, primarily mute swans, which were taken to nearby coastal wildlife rehabilitation centres.

Response: the role of the authorities
As directed by the Ministry of Transport, Construction and Maritime Economy, a National Contingency Plan was
developed by the Maritime Search and Rescue Service (SAR), which maintains the Marine Rescue Coordination
Centre. Local contingency plans are coordinated by the SAR and approved by the Director of SAR. The National State
Fire Service is responsible for response to pollution on land, including beach and coastal cleanup.
The Ministry of the Environment is the lead agency for oiled wildlife response, however no plan is in place as of 2014.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
No formal guidelines are in place for oiled wildlife,

Response objectives and strategy
Objectives and strategy have not been defined.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
It is expected that rehabilitation will be allowed, with WWF Poland likely functioning as lead response group.

Impact assessment
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The University of Gdansk carries out regular seabird counts and beached bird surveys in the Gulf of Gdansk under
HELCOM Nature Protection and Biodiversity guidelines. They would be mobilised via WWF Poland if necessary.. 

Notification and early response
SAR would likely contact WWF Poland in the case of impacts on birds, however there is currently no formal notification
and response process in place.

Wildlife responders
WWF Poland now functions as lead organisation for oiled wildlife response but has limited oil spill experience. There
are numerous small NGOs which rehabilitate oiled wildlife from small spills and chronic oiling situations but capacity and
expertise vary greatly between facilities. The Wild Bird Rehabilitation Centre at Warsaw Zoo has veterinarians with
avian expertise.

Cooperation between stakeholders
Cooperation between authorities and NGOs within Poland has yet to be formalised.  At present cooperation at all levels
is limited.

Poland is a signatory to the Helsinki Convention (HELCOM) and holds bilateral agreements with Russia and Germany
for mutual response.

Permanent facilities
There are a number of wildlife hospitals in Poland, some of which handle oiled birds and none are designed for a large
response. There is a marine mammal facility at the University of Gdansk field station (Hel Marine Station, Morska) that
may be able to accommodate marine mammals.

Current processes
In 2014, WWF Poland received first responder training from WWF Finland.

Documentation and references 
General references
ITOPF Country Profile
Birdlife International
Baltic Breeding Birds (HELCOM)
Baltic Marine Mammals (HELCOM)
HELCOM Redlist
Progress with the integration of oiled wildlife response into response planning by 2013 (HELCOM background
document for 2013 Ministerial Meeting) 
Report on the first stage of the development of the Baltic Sea Oiled Wildlife Rehabilitators (Sea Alarm 2014)

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information 
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.
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Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.

© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2014

These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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