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Introduction
The Kingdom of Morocco is located in northwest Africa, bordering Algeria to the east and Mauritania to the south. The
former Spanish Sahara, also referred to as Western Sahara, on the southern border of Morocco, is disputed territory,
claimed by the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), which seeks independence and Morocco, which currently
manages the area under UN oversight.
The presently accepted coastline of Morocco measures over 3,500 km in length and fronts the Alboran and
Mediterranean Seas to the north, and the North Atlantic Ocean to the west.  The Atlantic coastal region is characterized
by long stretches of sandy beaches with rocky outcrops, whilst the mountainous Mediterranean coast is comprised of 
sandy beaches, marine lagoons, sea cliffs, and rocky shores.
Sensitive habitats, particularly during the migration and winter months include the Merja Zerga, Lac de Sidi Bou-Rhaba,
Sidi-Moussa-Oualidia lagoons on the Atlantic coast, the Souss and Massa estuaries along the north coast and the
Sebkha Bou-Areg and the Moulouya estuaries on the Mediterranean coast.

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - Wetlands along both the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts are of particular concern as they are
important resting and feeding areas for millions of migrant and wintering birds each year. Morocco is on a main
migration route between Africa and Europe across the Strait of Gibraltar with tens of millions of Palearctic migrants
passing through each year, including tens of thousands of raptors and storks.
Birds of conservation concern include ferruginous and white-headed ducks, black-tailed godwit, marbled teal, Eurasian
curlew, and the endemic breeding population of Balearic shearwater.

Marine mammals - a number of marine animals frequent the nutrient-rich waters of the Atlantic coast including common
and bottlenose dolphins, pilot whales and orca. Long-finned pilot whales, bottlenose dolphins, common dolphins and
striped dolphins frequent the Alboran and Mediterranean. From April to June sperm whales also migrate through the
Strait of Gibraltar.
Should the Western Sahara region be accepted as part of Morocco, a significant resident population of critically
endangered Mediterranean monk seals in the region would need to be protected. At present the oversight and
protection of the colony is largely managed by Mauritania with assistance from Spain. Cooperation regarding this
species appears to be increasing.

Marine Reptiles - Loggerhead, Kemp's Ridley and leatherback turtles are found in the waters around Morocco, often
feeding in the Alboran and Mediterranean Seas, areas that benefit from upwelling to support a high diversity of marine
life.

Regional Seas
Mediterranean Sea (Alboran Sea)
North Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
A number of major oil spills occurred in Moroccan waters: Samir (1982), Khark V (1989), and the Sea Spirit (1990).
There were no reports of oiled wildlife in these incidents. There have been no major incidents reported since the Sea
Spirit.

Response: the role of the authorities
The 1996 National Oil Spill Contingency Plan was being assessed and revised as of 2012. The updated plan is not in
place as of 2014. Per the original plan, the National Anti-Pollution Committee (CNAP) is charged with co-ordinating
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response at the national level. CNAP is headed by the Under Secretary of the Ministry for the Environment. The Royal
Moroccan Navy handles response at sea and the Civil Protection manages onshore response. Smaller incidents are
managed at the local level, although local contingency plans are not in place.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There is no wildlife response plan in place at present.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
No information available.

Impact assessment
According to the original National Plan the Institut National de Recherche Halieutique (INRH) would oversee any impact
assessment. It is likely that this will remain the same in the updated plan.
The Institut Scientifique de Rabat at the Universite Mohammed V-Agdal works on evaluating the impact of human
activities in the marine environment and thus would likely be included in these activities.
GREPOM, a Birdlife Partner might be involved in avian impact assessment.

Notification and early response
There is no process in place for notification and response to oiled wildlife.

Wildlife responders
There are no wildlife response organisations in Morocco. The Society for Protection of Animals Abroad (SPANA) based 
in London, has an active programme for working domestic animals in the country. While they would not be able to
provide wildlife expertise they might be able to assist in locating supplies and facilities.
Should a response to Mediterranean monk seals be necessary, it is likely that international organisations such as CBD-
Habitat (Spain) and the Hellenic Society for the Study and Protection of the Monk Seal (MOm) from Greece would be
called. CBD-Habitat has a long history of working to protect the monk seals of the Atlantic coast of Morocco and
Mauritania and MOm has significant experience in caring for monk seal pups.

Cooperation between stakeholders
There is no history of cooperative response to wildlife in Morocco.
Morocco is a signatory to the Barcelona Convention (Mediterranean), the Lisbon Agreement (with Portugal, Spain and 
France) and a trilateral agreement with Algeria and Tunisia. Morocco has not yet signed on to the Integrated Coastal
Management Protocol but has ratified the Hazardous Waster and Offshore Protocols.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for wildlife rehabilitation in Morocco.

Current processes
There are no processes in place for responding to oiled wildlife.

Documentation and references
General references
General References
ITOPF Country Profile
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Birdlife International
State of the World’s Sea Turtles (SWOT)

Terms and Conditions 

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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