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Introduction
Malaysia is a federation of thirteen states in Southeast Asia, with two distinct geographical regions that are
divided by the South China Sea. Peninsular Malaysia (West Malaysia) consists of the southern portion of
the Malay Peninsula and nearby islands. It borders Thailand to the north and Singapore to the south.
Malaysian Borneo (East Malaysia) occupies the northern part of the island of Borneo and the offshore
islands bordering Indonesia (Kalimantan region) and surrounding the Sultanate of Brunei.
The country has about 4,675 km of coastline with valuable and vulnerable coastal areas, consisting of a
variety of habitats – sandy beaches, mangrove swamps, coral reefs, and sea grass beds. The seagrass beds
and mangrove swamps are important habitats and nurseries for many fish species, including endangered
seahorses. The Strait of Malacca, lying between Sumatra and Peninsular Malaysia, is one of the busiest
shipping lanes in the world.

Avian Species - Malaysia’s coastal and inland wetlands are also home to at least ten globally threatened
resident and migratory water bird species, among them the critically endangered spoon-billed sandpiper and
Christmas frigatebird.

Pulau Layang-Layang (350 km off the coast of Sabah, Spratly Islands), is an important refuge for breeding
seabird colonies, especially for great-crested, black-naped and sooty tern, brown noddy and brown booby.
From July to October, more than 10,000 wintering Great Crested Tern congregate on the island to breed.
Other important marine areas are Talang Satang National Park and Mantanani Island.

Marine mammals - twenty-nine species of cetaceans have been recorded, either as resident or
transient, in Malaysian waters, thirteen are commonly seen. Of these the Irrawaddy river dolphin
and Indo-Pacific finless porpoise are listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN. Dugong, also listed as
Vulnerable, are found in the Johor Straits, Sarawak and northern and eastern Sabah. Asian small-
clawed otters, smooth-coated otters, and the endangered hairy-nosed otter are found in coastal
mangroves throughout Malaysia.

Marine Reptiles - four species of sea turtle (hawksbill, green, leatherback and olive Ridley) have
been recorded nesting on Malaysian beaches and there are active efforts to protect nests or relocate
eggs throughout the country in designated sanctuaries and hatcheries. Hawksbill and green are the
most common nesting species, with peak season for greens between July and October, and
February to April for hawksbills. Leatherback nesting is considered functionally extinct with only a
handful of nests in recent years and Olive Ridley are only occasional nesters on Malaysian bea ches.
The three islands of the Turtle Islands Park (40 km. north of Sandakan, Sabah), host some of Southeast
Asia's most important foraging and nesting turtle populations. Terengganu (Redang Island) and the Sarawak
Turtle Islands also have nesting populations.
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Peninsular Malaysia: South China Sea, Strait of Johore, Strait of Malacca, Andaman Sea.
Malaysian Borneo: Balabac Strait, Sulu Sea, Celebes Sea, South China Se a.

Past experience
Malaysia has experienced a number of minor spills, most of which have occurred in the Strait of
Malacca or Singapore Strait shipping lanes. The Nagasaki Spirit (1992), the tanker Evoikos (1997),
the MT Bunga Kelana 3/MV Waily collision (2010) and the freighter Thorco Cloud/chemical 
tanker Stolt Commitment collision (2015) each had little or no shoreline impact. There is no
reference to wildlife being oiled in any of these spills.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Department of Environment (DOE) is the competent national authority overseeing oil spill
response. The Marine Department of the Ministry of Transport is involved in clean-up operations.
The National Oil Spill Control Committee (NOSCC), which the Director General of the DOE
chairs, is activated to coordinate major spill responses. The Petroleum Industry of Malaysia Mutual
Aid Group (PIMMAG) provides technical advice and equipment for response as needed.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
There are no formal guidelines for wildlife response in the NOSCP, but that document states that
the Jawatankuasa Operasi Negeri (JON or Foreign Operations Committee) can ultilise experts from
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks (Peninsular Malaysia), the Sabah Wildlife
Department, and the Forestry Department for rescue operations and to ensure the the safety of
wildlife in the area.

Response objectives and strategy
There is no clear strategy for wildlife response in the NOSCP.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Given that the NOSCP mentions rescue, it is likely that, should there be resources in place to do so,
wildlife rehabilitation would be allowed. 

Impact assessment
Based on the wording in the NOSCP same agencies (the Department of Wildlife and National
Parks, the Sabah Wildlife Department, and the Forestry Department) would be involved in impact
assessment.

Notification and early response
There are no clear systems in place for notification and early response to oil-affected wildlife.

Wildlife responders
There are no organisations or NGOs experienced in oiled wildlife response in Malaysia, however,
the Endangered Marine Species Research Unit of the Borneo Marine Research Institute, Universiti
Malaysia Sabah, has facilities to care for a very limited number of large marine animals and has in
the past been involved in the rescue and rehabilitation of sea turtles and marine mammals. They,
and other government departments, work cooperatively on rescue and rehabilitation of these
animals.
There are also a number of government-managed turtle hatcheries around the country which may
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be able to provide assistance with logistics and personnel. The Malaysian Nature Society, a Birdlife
International partner, may be able to provide assistance, particularly in impact assessment.
The Veterinary Association of Malaysia, The Malaysian Zoological Society and the Malaysian
National Animal Welfare Foundation may provide assistance as well.

Cooperation between stakeholders
There is close cooperation between government departments on marine animal rescue and
rehabilitation. The Malaysian Nature Society has developed projects in cooperation with the
Universiti Kebagnsaan.
Malaysia is a signatory to a tripartite Standard Operating Procedure for Joint Oil Spill Combat in
the Straits of Malacca and Singapore with Indonesia and Singapore, a bilateral Standard Operating 
Procedure with Brunei Darussalam, and the Cooperative Network for Oil Spill Countermeasure in
the Lombok/Makassar Straits and Sulawesi Sea. Malaysia is a participant in the Global Initiative-
South East Asia (GI-SEA) project and a member of the Association of South East Asian Nations
Oil Spill Response Action Plan (ASEAN-OSRAP).

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for oiled wildlife response in Malaysia. Government facilities
such as those at the Borneo Marine Research Institute have limited facilities for wildlife
rehabilitation. There do not appear to be any avian rescue and rehabilitation facilities.

Current processes
There are no current processes in place for oiled wildlife response.

Documentation and references
General references
General References
ITOPF Country Profile 2009
RKKTM (Malaysia National Oil Spill Contingency Plan) 2014
Birdlife International Country Profile

Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 
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Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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