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Introduction
Libya is bounded on the west by Tunisia and Algeria, on the south by Niger and Chad, on the southeast by Sudan, on
the west by Egypt and on the north by the Mediterranean Sea. Its 1,770 km of coastline is the longest of any African
nation bordering the Mediterranean, a major portion of which is within the Gulf of Sidra (Sirte).
Libya’s lagoons are critical to the biodiversity of the region, hosting many of the country’s 92 species of waterbirds, both
breeding and migratory. The country’s sandy beaches are important turtle nesting areas.

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - the coastal lagoons and offshore islands of Libya are both migratory stopover and breeding sites for a
variety of waterbirds. Of conservation concern are black-winged pratincole, black-tailed godwit, Eurasian curlew,
marbled and ferruginous duck, and great snipe. Libya also hosts more than 99% of the Mediterranean breeding
population of the endemic subspecies of lesser crested tern, largely on 2 islands: Garah and Elba. 

Marine mammals - Bottlenose, common and striped dolphin, as well as sperm whale are regularly sighted off the coast
of Libya.  While there is only one confirmed report (2012) of a critically endangered Mediterranean monk seal in Libya in
the last 40 years, they were regularly sighted in the 1970s and recent population increases elsewhere in the
Mediterranean suggest the possibility of the species returning to the area.

Marine Reptiles -three species of sea turtle are found in Libyan waters- loggerhead, leatherback and green, with 
loggerhead and green turtles nesting on Libyan beaches, largely in the Gulf of Sidra/Sirte. The leatherback is an
occasional visitor to the region.

Regional Seas
Mediterranean Sea

Past experience
Libya had a major spill in 1980-81 as a result of the D-103 well blowout. It also has experienced other minor spills, such
as the Captain Takis (2006). It has had one HNS spill in 1997 off the port of Benghazi. There is no reference of oiled
wildlife response during these spills.

Response: the role of the authorities
As of 2010 there was a National Contingency Plan in preparation with assistance being provided by REMPEC and other
relevant organisations, however, it is unlikely to be a priority as long as unrest remains an issue in the country. At that
time the National Oil Corporation was also preparing response plans for refineries, terminals and other industry
installations.
As of 2014 the Environment Emergency Office is listed by REMPEC as the government focal point and the Environment
General Authority (EGA) is considered the competent national authority.

Oiled wildlife response 
Formal guidelines?
While there are no formal national guidelines for oiled wildlife response some oil and gas companies are pursuing their 
own in-house plans.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

01/12/2014

1© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2014
This Country Wildlife Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms and Conditions



LIBYA
Country Wildlife Response Profiles
A Summary of oiled wildlife response
arrangements and resources worldwide

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
The EGA would likely allow rehabilitation.

Impact assessment
The EGA, the National Oil Corporation, the National Safety Authority, the Marine Biology Research Centre would be
involved in environmental impact assessment with the local municipalities, Armed Forces and Coast Guard. The Libyan
Society for Birds would also be able to assist with assessment and it is likely the Libyan Wildlife Trust would as well.

Notification and early response
The National Oil Corporation is developing a notification and response process.

Wildlife responders
There are no wildlife rehabilitation centres in Libya and no expertise in oiled wildlife care.
The Marine Biology Research Centre (MBRC) has some expertise in turtle monitoring/nest management, including a
small number of personnel trained in care of injured turtles. They have no experience in working with oil affected turtles.
The Libyan Society for Birds (a Birdlife International partner and recently formed NGO) would be able to provide some
basic assistance with bird assessment and rescue. There are some veterinarians working in the Society but they would
require further training for oiled wildlife response.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The EGA has established good working relationships with environmental NGOs, REMPEC and the industry.
Libya is a is a member state of REMPEC and a signatory to the Barcelona Convention and the 1976 Emergency
Protocol but has not agreed the updated 2002 Prevention and emergency protocol.

Permanent facilities
There is no reference to the existence of permanent wildlife rehabilitation facilities. The MBRC has a small facility that
might be considered for forward holding purposes, which also includes a few small (10-15m2) pools.

Current processes
No processes currently underway.

Documentation and references
General references 
General references 
ITOPF Country Profile 
Birdlife International Country Profile
Marine mammals and sea turtles of the Mediterranean and Black Sea (IUCN publication)

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.
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Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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