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Introduction
The Republic of Ireland is an island nation surrounded by the Irish Sea in the east, the Celtic Sea in the south and the
North Atlantic Ocean in the west/northwest.  Ireland borders on the North Sea and Celtic-Biscay Shelf Large Marine 
Ecosystems (LMEs). Numerous inlets and bays, as well as steep cliffs, mark the 3,172 km of Irish coastline. Multiple
small islands surround the main island. 

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - ahe offshore islands and coastal cliffs are home to many breeding seabirds including significant
populations of puffin and razorbill, both of which are in decline. Large wintering populations of marine birds are also
found here.  IUCN listed species include the long-tailed duck, Balearic and sooty shearwater, Eurasian curlew and
velvet scoter.
Estuarine species include wildfowl such as geese, ducks and swans. Wading birds, including the IUCN listed black-
tailed godwit and European curlew, are also present in significant numbers.

Marine mammals - there are two species of seal regularly found in Irish waters, the grey and common (harbour) seals.
Ringed, harp and hooded seals are occasionally seen. While numerous species of whale and dolphin have been
recorded in Irish waters, bottlenose dolphin and harbour porpoise are the most commonly sighted.  In addition to the
seals and cetaceans, European otters are found along the Irish coast, often feeding in marine waters, thus placing them
at risk during a spill.

Marine Reptiles - although five species of sea turtle have been recorded in Irish waters-leatherback, loggerhead, green,
Kemp’s Ridley and hawksbill- only the leatherback is regularly reported here during the summer and autumn.

Regional Seas
North-East Atlantic (North Sea, Irish Sea and Celtic Sea).

Past experience
Approx. 40 to 50 relatively small oil pollution incidents are reported in Irish waters every year (Lyons, unpublished).
Larger incidents included the Betelgeuse (1979), the Salavat Yulaev (1995) and the Admiral Kuznetzov (2009).
There has been only limited experience in providing response to oiled wildlife.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Irish Coast Guard, a Division of the Department of Transport, is responsible for organising and directing spill
response at sea and in coastal areas. Local authorities (County Councils), have been given responsibility (Sea Pollution
[Amendment]Act 1999), for clean-up activities on beaches and nearshore waters, under the direction and coordination
of the Irish Coast Guard. The Office of Public Works plays a part in response within state harbours, with harbour
authorities managing spills within their jurisdictions.
The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and the Marine is the responsible agency for fisheries and wildlife, however,
response plans for oiled wildlife are written and maintained at the county level. To date, only the Shannon area, under
the Shannon Estuary Anti-Pollution Team (SEA-PT), has developed a response plan. They have also purchased a 
trailer with specialised equipment and work with volunteer responders.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
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There are no national guidelines. The responsibility for oiled wildlife guidelines lies with each County Council. To date,
of the 20 County Councils only Shannon, through SEA-PT, has a guidance document.

Response objectives and strategy
In the event of a nationally significant incident the Coast Guard will set up a Response Centre near where the incident
has taken place.  Each County Council will set its own objectives and strategies.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation? 
No guidelines as yet exist, but it is most likely that an attempt will be made to rescue and rehabilitate oiled animals (see
current activities). Each of the County Councils will have to address how this is to be carried out as part of their local
shoreline response plan.

Impact assessment 
The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, National
  Parks and Wildlife Service and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
  Marine would form the core of the Environment Group. This group may elect to
 have additional members with specific expertise. Monitoring and impact
 assessment is to take place as soon as possible. 
 Wording in the draft national plan designates the National Parks and Wildlife Service as the agency responsible for
“coordinating collation and provision of best available information on wildlife interests and threats to them (including
seabird colony and individual bird counts, and working with NGOs on beached bird surveys, collection of dead oiled
birds and reporting of live casualties.”

Notification and early response
There is no national process in place.

Wildlife responders
There are few experienced oiled wildlife responders in Ireland. With the support of SEA-PT (Shannon Estuary) a
national Wildlife Response Team is being setup, consisting of volunteers. SEA-PT involves this group in exercises and
provides training opportunities. Assistance might be available from neighboring NGOs involved in the European Oiled
Wildlife Responders group, all of whom work closely together.

Cooperation between stakeholders
SEA-PT and local NGOs are working together to develop better response capability in the Shannon area. Efforts are
being made to include other interested stakeholders.
Ireland is a signatory to the Bonn Agreement, has a bilateral agreement with the UK covering response in the Irish Sea.

Permanent facilities
  At present, there are no permanent facilities, and few experienced personnel for
  oiled wildlife response in Ireland.

Current processes
SEA-PT has begun holding wildlife response workshops and training sessions and acts as a motivated stakeholder to
enable volunteers to organise themselves as a coordinated network. The organisation is working to encourage county
authorities in other parts of Ireland to incorporate the same, or similar, response plans. 

Documentation and references
General references
General References
ITOPF Country Profile (2011)
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Birdlife International  (accessed online 2014)
Draft Ireland National Contingency Plan (from Department of Transport website) 

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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