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Introduction
The Cooperative Republic of Guyana, Amerindian for ‘Land of Many Waters’ is located in northern South America,
bordered on the northwest by Venezuela, on the north by the Atlantic Ocean, on the east by Suriname and on the
southwest by Brazil. Guyana is a member of the Wider Caribbean cooperative known as Caribbean Community
(CARICOM).
Of Guyana’s 430 km of coastline, 145 km are within the Shell Beach Protected Area on the north coast, an important
region for nesting sea turtles and home to a significant manatee population.
Much of the coastal plain is comprised of mudflats created when soils from the Amazon River are carried north by the
Atlantic Ocean. Some of the mudflats extend as much as 25 km offshore. There are areas of mangrove swamp and
marshland with some sandy beaches in the far south of the coast. The Essequibo River basin, an important area for
migrating birds, sea turtles and manatees spans 20 km across and extends 30 km inland from where the river and its
tributaries drain into the Atlantic.

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - numerous species of herons, ibises, seabirds and shorebirds, both resident and migrant, are found on
the Guyana coast and on the mudflats at the mouths of the many rivers (Demerara, Mahaica, Abary, etc). Species of
special concern include Agami and zigzag heron, buff-breasted and semi-palmated sandpipers, crab hawks, scarlet ibis
and Orinoco geese.

Marine mammals - eight species of cetacean are found in the waters off Guyana. Nearshore and estuarine marine
mammals of special concern are the tucuxi or Guiana dolphin, the boto or Amazon river dolphin (occasional in tidal
rivers) and West Indian manatees. Giant otters are found in the coastal waters of the Berbice, Morawhanna, Mahaica, 
Mahaicony and Araby Rivers and neotropical otters may also be found in coastal areas. 

Marine Reptiles - Hawksbill, leatherback, green and olive Ridley sea turtles nest on Guyana beaches. Of particular
importance for hawksbills is Almond Beach in the northwest district while Shell Beach hosts most nests of the other 3
species. Several species of caiman inhabit the Guyana coast and rivers.

Regional Seas
Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
There have been no major spills in Guyana’s waters.

Response: the role of the authorities
Guyana does not have an approved national oil spill contingency plan. A draft plan, developed by the IMO but not yet
adopted, names the Coast Guard of the Guyana Defence Force as the lead agency. The Land and Surveys Department
of the Ministry of Agriculture has jurisdiction on rivers, the Transport and Harbours Department of the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure jurisdiction on ports and territorial waters. The Coast Guard enforces maritime regulations and
investigates pollution incidents.
Under the country’s Environmental Protection Act, companies active in oil and gas exploration or drilling submit
Emergency Response Plans, Oil Spill Contingency Plans and Environmental Management Plans. Companies operating 
in the country cooperate on best practices and minimum equipment standards for joint response.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
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There are no formal guidelines for oiled wildlife response in Guyana.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
As there is some wildlife rehabilitation in Guyana it is likely that rehabilitation would be allowed.

Impact assessment
There are no processes in place for impact assessment, however the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which
oversees impact assessment for development activities and the School of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the
University of Guyana would likely be activated.

Notification and early response
There is no notification or early response system in place for wildlife response during an oil spill however, the EPA,
Guyana Marine Turtle Conservation Society (GMTCS), WWF and other NGOs have established a Wildlife Management
Steering Committee for response to marine mammal strandings. This committee might serve as a focal point for wildlife
during a spill.

Wildlife responders
There are no wildlife rehabilitators in Guyana with oiled wildlife experience. Much of the work with wildlife in Guyana is
focused on rainforest species. The Karanambu Trust may be able to help should otters be affected by a spill. The 
GMTCS would likely be involved in marine turtle response.

Cooperation between stakeholders
Wildlife Management Steering Committee members cooperate on marine mammal strandings and would likely be
involved in oiled wildlife response. 
Guyana is a signatory to the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider
Caribbean (Cartagena Convention) and the related Oil Spills, Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW), and
Land-based Marine Pollution (LBS) Protocols.
A border dispute with Venezuela might impact response in the north.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for oiled wildlife rehabilitation and few organised wildlife rehabilitation programmes in
the country.

Current processes
In November 2014, personnel from the Maritime Administration Department (MARAD), the Ministry of Home Affairs, and
the Guyana Defence Force (GDF) Coast Guard participated in an IMO, Maritime Authority of Suriname (MAS), RAC-
REMPEITIC and UNEP sponsored Sub-Regional Workshop on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-
operation (OPCR) in Suriname. The potential for a cross-border environmental plan for Guyana and Suriname was
discussed.

Documentation and references
General references
General references
UNEP-CEP (Caribbean Environment Programme)/Secretariat to the Cartagena Convention documents. Accessed
online Sept. 2015
ITOPF country profile. Accessed online Sept. 2015
Birdlife International Country Profile. Accessed online Sept. 2015
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Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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