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Introduction
Gabon is located on the west coast of central Africa, bordered by Equatorial Guinea in the northwest, Cameroon in the
north, the Republic of the Congo in the east and south, and by the Atlantic Ocean on the west. The 850 km coast of the
Gabonese coastline is composed of sandy beaches and estuarine systems, comprising habitats such as coastal
lagoons, including Lagune Iguéla and Lagune Ndogo, littoral thickets and mangrove ecosystems.  Three coastal
national parks (Loango, Mayumba and Moukalaba-Doudau) protect some of this habitat.

At Risk Wildlife
Avian Species - the bays and estuaries along the Gabonese coast support large concentrations of water birds including
nesting populations. Breeding populations of herons, ibis, rails and ducks are found throughout the area. Damara and
royal tern winter in the region.
Species of special concern found in Gabon include Cape gannet, great snipe, Damara tern, African skimmer and Lesser
flamingo

Marine mammals - the Gabonese waters are known for their high densities of marine mammals; at least 14 species of
whale and dolphin have been observed in the area, including the rare Atlantic humpback dolphin. Humpback whales
visit the area from June to mid-October to breed.
West African manatees are found in lagoons and rivers of Gabon, many in protected areas such as marine national
parks.

Marine Reptiles - four species of sea turtles occur in Gabon: leatherback, green, hawksbill and olive ridley.
Concentrations of sea turtles occur in Corisco Bay, which is an important feeding and nesting area for all four of the sea
turtle species. The turtle nesting population has been estimated as being among the largest in the world, with new 
nesting beaches continually being discovered. Principle nesting season is November to April for leatherbacks and
October to March for olive Ridleys.

Regional Seas
South Atlantic Ocean
Central and West Africa Regional Sea

Past experience
No major oil spills have occurred in Gabonese waters, but two moderate spills took place in Mayumba National Park in
2004. Despite this highly sensitive area, there is no reference of oiled wildlife problems occurring in the aftermath of
those incidents. This was most likely thanks to the time of the year (October and August respectively) which was
outside the vulnerable seasons for sea turtles nesting and bird abundances.

Response: the role of the authorities
A National Oil Spill Contingency Plan was developed and approved in 2007, under the GI-WACAF project in
cooperation with IMO, which provides for a national response capacity at Tier 1 level and depends on assistance from
outside for Tier 2 and 3.
The Competent National Authorities for oil spill preparedness and response are the Direction Générale des
Hydrocarbures (DGH-Cellule HSE), Direction Générale de l’Environnement’s Centre Nationale Antipollution (CNAP)
and the Direction Générale de la Marine Marchande.
Some oil companies operating in Gabon develop in-house oil spill response plans and maintain oil spill response
equipment.
Response to oil-affected wildlife would involve input from the Direction Générale des Eaux et Forêts (DGEF), the
Direction Générale de l’Environnement et de la Protection de la Nature (DGEPN), the Plan National d'Urgence National
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de Gabon contre les déversements (PUNG) Interministerial Committee and the Agence National des Parcs Nationaux
(ANPN).

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines at national level for oiled wildlife response, however some oil companies operating in
Gabon are including oiled wildlife response as part of their in-house oil spill response plans.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
With appropriate permissions and guidance from the ANPN, DGEF, and the PUNG Interministerial Committee regarding
transport, handling and treatment of wildlife, it is likely that rehabilitation would be allowed. Euthanasia would require
permission from these agencies but may be accepted as part of the overall response strategy. 

Impact assessment
It is likely that the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique/ Centre National de Données
Océaniques  (CENAREST/CNDIO) would play a role in impact assessment, including post mortem examination of
wildlife.

Notification and early response
There is no national process in place for notification and early response to oiled wildlife, however some oil companies
operating in the area include notification of and early response to wildlife in their in-house plans.

Wildlife responders 
TThere are a number of organisations involved in sea turtle conservation: Aventures Sans Frontiéres (ASF), Ibonga-
ACPE (L’Association pour la Connaissance et la Protection de l’Environnement), the Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS) and WWF Gabon (formerly Worldwide Fund for Animals).WCS is also active in manatee conservation in Gabon
and cared for the first manatee calf rescued in the country in 2010, with the help of the Manatee Conservation Centre of
Puerto Rico. These organisations, could potentially assist with rescues, provide volunteers, and assist with procurement
of supplies and equipment for a response.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The Gabon Sea Turtle Partnership (Partenariat Tortues Marines du Gabon) is a collaborative project involving (ASF),
PROTOMAC (Protection des Tortues Marines d’Afrique Centrale) and Ibonga-ACPE, working with the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS) and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). The partnership is attempting to identify and address
research and conservation priorities for sea turtles.
These organisations also work closely with the ANPN EcoGuards who patrol the national parks. The NGOs also work in
collaboration with the ANPN and CENAREST/CNDIO. Gabon Environment, a research firm, may potentially be able to 
assist with providing volunteers. 
Gabon is a signatory to the Abidjan Convention-Protocol on Oil Pollution with other states in the West and Central
African Region. Gabon has a bilateral agreement with Congo for oil spill response as well.

Permanent facilities 
There are no facilities for wildlife rehabilitation or for oiled wildlife response.

Current processes
There are no processes in place at this time. 

Documentation and references 
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GI-WACAF Country Profile (Updated 2013)
ITOPF Country Profile (2002)
Marine Turtle Mortality in Southern Gabon and Northern Congo (Marine Turtle Newsletter, accessed October 2014)
Birdlife International (2014) Country Profile: Gabon (accessed 11.2014)
Coastal waterbirds in Gabon, WIWO (1993)
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in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.
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