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Introduction
The Overseas Department of French Guiana (Département d’Outre-Mer de la Guyane Française) is an
administrative unit of France on the northeast coast of South America, bordered on the north by Suriname,
on the south and west by Brazil and on the east by the Atlantic Ocean. 
French Guiana has 378 km of coastline, with a very dynamic character as tidal movement of
sediment from the Amazon River Basin creates migrating mud banks. In addition to the mudflats,
mangrove forests, beaches and nearby islands add to the complexity of the coast. Three Ramsar
sites- Marais de Kaw near the Brazilian border, Estuaire du fleuve Sinnamary further north, and
Basse-Mana near the Suriname border provide some protection for numerous migratory birds, sea 
turtles, and manatees along the coast. Regional natural parks at Kaw-Roura, Grand Connétable
Island and Amana also host significant numbers of marine turtles, migratory birds and marine
mammals.

Avian Species - due to the coastal mud bank movement it is difficult to predict where waterbirds are
likely to be found year on year, however, approximately one-third of the 700 avian species found in
French Guiana inhabit coast wetlands. The majority of the 30 species listed as threatened or
endangered in French overseas territories live in these areas. Scarlet ibis, spoonbill, herons, egrets,
flamingos, a variety of ducks, and migratory shorebirds are regularly seen in the Amana and Kaw 
Swamp Regional Natural Reserves. Frigatebirds, gulls and terns nest on the offshore islands,
particularly Grand Connétable.

Marine mammals – at least seven species of cetacean are found regularly in the waters off French
Guiana. Nearshore and estuarine species of special concern include the Guiana river dolphin or
tucuxi and West Indian manatee. Although not marine mammals, both giant and neotropical otters
also inhabit some coastal rivers, putting them at risk for oil exposure.

Marine Reptiles- Four species of sea turtle (green, olive Ridley, leatherback and hawksbill) nest on 
the beaches of French Guiana, with hawksbill being rarest. Primary nesting sites are within the
Amana Nature Reserve or Basse Amana (Awala-Yalimapo region) and the Point-Isère/Oranahbo
coast near the cities of Kourou and Cayenne. Leatherbacks nest nearly year round, greens from
January to May and Olive Ridleys from May to September. Less is known about green turtle
seasonal nesting. At least one species of caiman is found here as well.

Regional Seas
Atlantic Ocean

Past experience
There have been no major spills in French Guiana.

Response: the role of the authorities
Under the French National Contingency Plan, the Préfet de Region acts as Préfet Maritime,
overseeing spill response in French Guiana’s waters, using the French POLMAR system, which
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separates maritime and shoreline responses. Port Authorities are responsible for spills within their
jurisdiction. Naval authorities in Martinique (French Antilles) would be called on in the event of a
serious incident, although some equipment is maintained in Cayenne. Agencies based in France, 
such as the Centre de Documentation Recherche et d’Experimentations (CEDRE), may also be
called in during a significant event.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
The French National Contingency Plan includes a section on wildlife rehabilitation, however it is
not clear how these procedures would be implemented in French Guiana. Support does exist for the
process through the Office National de la Chasse et de la Faune Sauvage (ONCFS). A manual on 
marine turtle rehabilitation is in development.

Response objectives and strategy
An attempt to rehabilitate wildlife will be undertaken if it is considered reasonable with regards to
the size of the incident, the species involved, and the resources available.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
With appropriate resources in place, it is likely that a predefined strategy, such as that used in
France, would be employed in French Guiana, involving both coordinated attempts to rehabilitate
and euthanasia as appropriate.

Impact assessment
Impact assessment would follow that described within the Impact Assessment Annex to the French
POLMAR contingency plan.

Notification and early response
Notification and early response actions are based on the French POLMAR-Mer system, with the
prefet initiating response operations in all cases. The Direction de l‘Environment, de
l’Aménagement et du Logement e (Deal Guyane) would be the primary liaison with NGOs.

Wildlife responders
There are no experienced oiled wildlife responders, nor wildlife rehabilitation facilities active in
marine wildlife care in French Guiana. Most of the activity of NGOs in the country is focused on
rainforest wildlife.
Personnel working at the coastal protected areas might be activated in some cases, particularly for
pre-emptive activities such as protection of turtle nesting beaches.

Cooperation between stakeholders
The overseas Departments of France in the Caribbean (Martinique, Guadeloupe, Saint-Martin,
Saint-Barthelemy and French Guiana) cooperate in spill response and training. It is likely that any
resources present in one overseas department would be made available to other overseas
departments however, at this time there is no equipment specific to oiled wildlife rescue and
rehabilitation in the stockpiles for oil spill response.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities for oiled wildlife rehabilitation in French Guiana and no facilities
with experience in general rehabilitation of marine and coastal wildlife. 

Current processes
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France organises an exercise in the Caribbean every two years to test their regional contingency
plan, techniques and equipment.

Documentation and references
General references
General references
Birdlife International Country Profile
ITOPF Country Profile
RAC-REMPEITC Caribe Country Profile (France)
Life+CAP DOM project website (note: project completed in 2015) 
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