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Introduction
The Republic of Finland borders on Sweden and the Gulf of Bothnia to the west, Russia to the east, Norway to the
north, and the Gulf of Finland to the south. The country’s 46,062 km of coastline includes numerous islands, bays and
inlets. In the Gulf of Finland are several archipelagos, the Åland Islands and the Turku archipelago being the largest.
Much of the coastline is rocky with some sand beaches and a few marshy areas.
The Gulf of Finland is most at risk from oil spills due to heavy Russian shipping traffic, whereas the Gulf of Bothnia has
no major shipping routes.

At Risk Wildlife
Avian Species
The Baltic Sea is an important wintering area for seabirds, with around nine million birds of approximately 30 species
spending time on the offshore banks, in lagoons and along the coasts.  HELCOM Redlist species breeding in Finland
include Slavonian grebe, tufted duck, greater scaup, common eider, velvet scoter, southern dunlin, and Terek
sandpiper.

Marine mammals
Grey and ringed (Baltic subpopulation) seals are resident throughout the Baltic. Saimaa ringed seals, with a small 
population of approximately 300 animals, are found exclusively in Lake Saimaa, thus only an inland spill affecting the
lake would impact them. Common (harbour) seal populations are increasing after near extinction locally (Baltic Sea).
The Baltic Sea subpopulation of harbour porpoise is considered distinct from that of the North Sea, Kattegat and
Skagerrak and is listed as CITES Appendix II. Other dolphins and whales are rarely seen in the Baltic.

Marine Reptiles
Sea turtles have not been recorded in the Baltic.

Regional Seas
Baltic Sea (Gulf of Finland, Gulf of Bothnia)

Past experience
Since 1970 there have been four major oil spills, none of which resulted in large numbers of oiled wildlife. Some
members of the WWF Finland oiled wildlife response force have assisted with rehabilitation during spills in other parts of
Europe.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), operating under the Ministry of Environment, is the competent national 
authority for marine oil and HNS pollution response. Where appropriate, SYKE may call for executive assistance from 
other authorities.
In addition, individual coastal municipalities are required to maintain response capacity within their areas of
responsibility, as advised and supervised by the Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment.
Rescue Service Authorities are involved with joint contingency planning with the local municipalities.
SYKE is also responsible for initiating and coordinating an oiled wildlife response. WWF-Finland (the recognised oiled
wildlife responder) and the Rescue Service authorities (who advise and supervise municipalities and commercial
companies on issues of preparedness and response) will cooperate with SYKE in mounting a response as needed.
Finland has its own national Oil Pollution Compensation Fund, which has financed the development of a mobile oiled
wildlife response unit. This Fund should be expected to pre-finance oiled wildlife response costs.
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Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
An oiled wildlife response plan, drawn up by SYKE in cooperation with Helsinki City Rescue Department, Eastern-
Uusimaa Emergency Services Department and WWF Finland, was implemented in 2014. SYKE maintains charge of
that plan and provides two trained ornithologists from its Natural Environment Centre to oversee the oiled wildlife
response, one to work in the command centre (ensuring wildlife is integrated into the overall response) and one in the
rehabilitation facility (overseeing treatment of the animals). 
WWF Finland is responsible for bringing in trained volunteers to care for the birds. Over the years WWF Finland has 
trained approximately 6,700 volunteers who can assist in a response in two 3-day training sessions held each year.
SYKE maintains a contract with Eastern-Uusimaa Emergency Services Department to activate and transport the mobile
Bird Cleaning Unit (BCU). The BCU rehabilitation centre is managed in cooperation with regional emergency services, 
the regional centre for economic development, transport and the environment, a designated veterinarian in charge and
a WWF Finland representative. SYKE, in cooperation with regional authorities, has mapped out suitable places for
positioning the BCU in both coastal and inland areas.
In larger oiled wildlife responses, follow-up treatment would be organised in the small number of bird rehabilitation
facilities in southern Finland.

Response objectives and strategy
The main objective is to capture, rehabilitate and release as many individual birds as possible. Where large numbers of
birds are affected, endangered species and mature females are given priority.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Euthanasia is performed in cases where capture is not possible or if the chance for a successful rehabilitation is low.

Impact assessment
As trained ornithologists from SYKE’s Natural Environment Centre are integral to the Oiled Wildlife Response plan, it
may be assumed that some form of impact assessment will be undertaken.

Notification and early response
Initial notification goes to the nearest Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre or, in the case of inland or small regional
spills, the local Rescue Service Authorities. The information is then given to the duty officer at SYKE, who mobilises the
appropriate personnel. 

Wildlife responders
WWF Finland is designated as the lead NGO for oiled wildlife response in the National Oiled Wildlife Response Plan
(updated 2013) and is able to mobilise trained volunteers from their extensive database, under a collaboration contract
with SYKE. SYKE provides trained ornithologists to oversee the rehabilitation process working in cooperation with
regional authorities, the designated veterinarian in charge, and WWF Finland. Individual bird centres in southern
Finland may be utilised for follow-up treatment in larger incidents. Beginning in 2014, a expert volunteer group of bird
ringers is being established to work on capture of oiled birds under the guidance of  SYKE, WWF Finland and the
regional authorities.

Cooperation between stakeholders
Within Finland close cooperation exists between WWF Finland, SYKE and regional authorities.
Finland is a signatory to the Helsinki Convention (HELCOM), the Copenhagen Agreement (with Denmark, Iceland,
Sweden and Norway) and has bilateral agreements with the Russian Federation and with Estonia for joint response.

Permanent facilities
Although there are no permanent oiled wildlife rehabilitation facilities in Finland, there are a number of small bird
rehabilitation centres in southern Finland, which would be called on to assist with follow-up care in the case of large
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numbers of oiled birds.

Current processes
As of 2014, an expert group of volunteer bird ringers is being established as a capture team under the guidance of
SYKE, WWF Finland and appropriate regional authorities.
SYKE is also arranging for the first training session for regional authority coordinators or oiled animals, in cooperation
with Helsinki City Rescue Department, Eastern-Uusimaa Emergency Services Department and WWF Finland.

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile
HELCOM: Baltic Breeding Birds, Baltic Marine Mammals, Redlist
Birdlife International
Finland report to HECOM: National Oiled Wildlife Response Plan  (Document 6/2/INF)

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.
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