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Introduction
Estonia is located on the northeastern Baltic Sea, bordered by Latvia to the south, Russia to the west/northwest, the
Gulf of Finland to the north and the Gulf of Riga to the west/southwest. The country’s 3,794km of coastline is divided,
with 1,242km along the mainland and 2,552km on offshore islands. Estonia also borders one of the busiest shipping
routes in the Baltic leading to and from the Russian oil port near St. Petersburg. 

At Risk Wildlife

Avian Species - breeding populations of nearly 50 species of seabirds are found in Estonia. Of particular concern are
the Slavonian grebe, tufted duck, greater scaup, common eider, velvet scoter, southern dunlin, ruff, ruddy turnstone and
Caspian tern.
Wintering species from the HELCOM redlist include red and black throated diver, red necked and Slavonian grebe,
common eider, long-tailed duck, common and velvet scoter, red-breasted merganser, little gull, black-legged kittiwake
and black guillemot

Marine mammals - three species of marine mammal are found in Estonian waters- grey and ringed seals, and harbour
porpoise.

Regional Seas
Baltic Sea

Past experience
Prior to 2006 there had been no major spills in Estonia waters. In that year an illegal discharge of an estimated 20
tonnes of oil from an unidentified source into the Gulf of Finland led to the oiling of thousands of wintering seabirds.  A
limited number of birds were saved due to the conditions at the time but this event led to the development of some
limited oiled wildlife response capabilities within the country.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Ministry of Internal Affairs has overall responsibility for marine pollution control, with coordination of response
delegated to the Estonian Border Guard for territorial waters and the Peipus, Lämmi and Pihkva Lakes. Onshore
response is handled by the National Rescue Board and regional and local authorities.
Oiled wildlife response is managed by the Estonian Environmental Board (KKA), which has a cooperative agreement in 
place with the Estonian Fund for Nature (ELF).

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines? 
An oiled wildlife response plan was developed in 2013 as a cooperative effort between KKA and ELF. There is also a 
formal set of guidelines for mutual cooperation with Finland and Sweden as needed.

Response objectives and strategy
Wildlife rehabilitation is a primary focus of the plan, with euthanasia utilised on a case-by-case basis on animal welfare
grounds when successful rehabilitation is unlikely.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
See above.

Impact assessment
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There is a sensitivity atlas developed as part of the National Contingency Plan. The KKA would likely take the lead in
impact assessment.

Notification and early response
The KKA notifies the ELF when there is wildlife impacted by an oil spill.

Wildlife responders
The Estonian Fund for Nature (ELF) is the primary NGO active in oiled wildlife response. ELF is a member of the
European Oiled Wildlife Responders and was involved in the development of that group’s Oiled Wildlife Response
Manual.
A small wildlife rehabilitation centre exists in Nigula in southwest Estonia, however this organisation does not have
experience in oiled wildlife response. 

Cooperation between stakeholders
There is a history of cooperation between government authorities and ELF based on activities in the wake of the 2006
mystery spill. As noted above, there is a cooperative agreement in place between Estonia, Finland and Sweden for
mutual actions as needed.

Estonia is a member of Helsinki Convention and maintains bilateral agreements with the Russian Federation and
Finland for oil spill response. 

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent facilities in the country. There is a mobile tent system available and there is converted house
with standby equipment on the west coast.

Current processes
ELF is an active member of the European Oiled Wildlife Responders group and participated in developing the European
Oiled Wildlife Care Guidelines. ELF provides on-going training of volunteers in oiled wildlife response.

Documentation and references
General references
General references
ITOPF Profile
Birdlife International
Baltic Breeding Birds (HELCOM)
Baltic Marine Mammals (HELCOM)
HELCOM Redlist
Progress with the integration of oiled wildlife response into response planning (Background document for 2013
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting)
Report on the first stage of the development of the Baltic Sea Oiled Wildlife Rehabilitators group (Sea Alarm 2014)

Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
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 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.

© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2014

These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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