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Introduction
Denmark is located between the North Sea and Baltic Sea, is the smallest and southernmost of the Nordic countries,
consisting of a large peninsula, Jutland, which borders northern Germany, and a large number of islands (Danish
Archipelago) the largest of which are Zealand, Funen, Vensyssel-Thy, Lolland and Bornholm.  Denmark's coastline is
more than 7,400 km long, consisting largely of marshland, mudflats, inlets and coastal meadows.

At Risk Wildlife
Avian Species - approximately 42 species of waterbirds (seabirds, shorebirds, waders and ducks) are listed as breeding
in Denmark, of which 15 are on the HELCOM Redlist. Another 9 HELCOM Redlist species winter in the area. In addition
IUCN Redlist species of concern in Denmark include common eider, great cormorant, little tern and black scoter. Almost
the entire population of pale-bellied brent geese from the Svalbard winter in Denmark, along with thousands of other
waterfowl, waders and shorebirds.

Marine mammals - Common (harbour) and grey seals are the most common seal species, with ringed, harp and hooded
seals found less regularly.
The harbour porpoise is the most common cetacean in both the Baltic and North Seas. Great whales are rare in this
part of the North Sea, however there have also been regular sightings of white-beaked and Atlantic white-sided dolphin
in deeper waters near the Skagerrak Strait. False killer whales have stranded in Denmark and orca (killer whale) have
been recorded within the strait, although these species are less likely to be a significant factor during a response.

Marine Reptiles - marine turtles are extremely rare in Danish waters, thus unlikely to be a concern during an oil spill.

Regional Seas
Baltic Sea
Northeast Atlantic (North Sea)

Past experience
A number of spill incidents have happened in or near Danish waters, including the Fu Shan Hai (2003), Baltic Carrier
(2001), IBN Rochd (1984) and the Jan (1985). In the aftermath of the Baltic Carrier a few hundred oiled birds were
found. Live birds were euthanized. Also in the aftermath of the Fu Shan Hai oil spill, an unknown number of oiled birds
were found at the island of Bornholm and all live animals were euthanised.

Response: the role of the authorities
The Royal Danish Navy is responsible for national contingency arrangements and has overall responsibility for
managing pollution incidents. Aerial surveillance is the responsibility of the Royal Danish Airforce. The Danish
Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) and regional or local councils are responsible for shoreline cleanup. Local
councils manage pollution response in harbours, and share responsibility with the Danish Environment Protection
Agency (EPA) for restoration.
The Danish Nature and Forest Agency has responsibility for oiled wildlife response and management. The primary oiled
wildlife response strategy is field euthanasia. The contingency plan is, however, scheduled to for revision. It is possible
that exceptions to the present type of response might be made in future, particularly for species of special concern (e.g.
IUCN or HELCOM Redlist).

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
The Danish Nature and Forest Agency has developed a contingency plan for marine mammals and seabirds (available
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in Danish only). The plan provides a set of guidelines for the local forest districts to apply in the event of an oil pollution
incident involving animals. These guidelines, which are being revised, are implemented by means of local response 
plans.

Response objectives and strategy
The Nature and Forest Agency aims to minimise suffering and stress, often through field euthanasia via hunters.

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
At present, euthanasia is the preferred option, however the contingency plan is presently being reviewed and updated.

Impact assessment
Birdlife Denmark will be involved in a coordinated effort to collect and analyse dead birds.

Notification and early response
In case of an oiled wildlife incident, the oil spill authorities will notify the Forest and Nature Agency, which will notify the
local district authority (-ies) in question. The Agency will not automatically notify wildlife responders.

Wildlife responders
Wildlife responders will primarily be the licensed hunters whose activities will be coordinated by the local Forest District.
Wildlife rehabilitators may be allowed to rescue and rehabilitate wildlife; this will be a local, ad hoc decision. 

Cooperation between stakeholders
All main stakeholders are aware of the formal policy guidelines recommending the euthanasia of oiled animals. In
certain cases, the rehabilitation of oiled animals may be allowed. During an oiled wildlife response, stakeholders can be
expected to effectively cooperate on the beach and apply predefined guidelines as appropriate. 

Denmark is a signatory to the Helsinki Convention (HELCOM) and the Copenhagen Agreement (with Finland, Iceland,
Norway and Sweden).

Permanent facilities
There is a network of wildlife rehabilitation centres affiliated with the Dyrenes Beskyttelse (Animal Welfare Denmark), all
of which work on a voluntary basis. Present level of experience and capacity to care for oiled wildlife is not clear.

Current processes
No reference.

Documentation and references
General references
ITOPF Country Profile
Baltic Marine Mammal List (HELCOM)
Baltic Breeding Bird List (HELCOM)
HELCOM Redlist
Birdlife International
Progress with the integration of oiled wildlife response into response planning (Background document for 2013
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting)
Report on the first stage of the development of the Baltic Sea Oiled Wildlife Rehabilitators group (Sea Alarm 2014)
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Terms and Conditions

These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country 

Wildlife Profiles.

© Sea Alarm Foundation, 2014

These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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