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Introduction
The Kingdom of Cambodia, in Southeast Asia, is bordered to the southwest by the Gulf of Thailand, to the
west/northwest by Thailand, to the northeast by Laos and to the east and south by Vietnam. There are
ongoing negotiations regarding a border dispute with Vietnam.
The country’s 440 km of coastline includes mangrove swamps, seagrass beds, coral reefs and sandy
beaches.  The Koh Kapik Ramsar site, with extensive mangroves which are important habitat for many
wildlife species, includes theTatai Wildlife Sanctuary and parts of the Botum Sakor, Cardomom Mountains
and the Phnom Bokor National Parks along the coast. An extensive Marine Fisheries Management Area
(or Large Marine Protected Area) is being put in place around the Koh Rong archipelago near
Sihanoukville.
Although inland, the Tonlé Sap Lake and River (a Biosphere Reserve) and Mekong River within the
Mekong River system, are important for shipping, including petroleum tanker barges, and for passenger
traffic. During heavy monsoon seasons these waterbodies occupy approximately one-fifth of the country
and may be affected by tidal influx from the South China Sea. Of the four Cambodian Ramsar sites, two
are within the Tonlé Sap complex.
The country’s largest port is inland at Phnom Phen where the Tonlé Sap and Mekong Rivers intersect. A
smaller port is located in Sihanoukville on the coast.

At-risk Wildlife
In this profile, some individual wildlife species are mentioned followed by a letter in parentheses. These are
species included in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species within the top three categories of risk -
Vulnerable to extinction (V), Endangered (E) or Critically Endangered (CR).

Avian Species – more than 100 species of waterbirds (ducks, geese, terns, herons, ibis, etc.) are either
resident or migratory in Cambodia. Species of special concern include the giant ibis (CR), white-winged
duck (E), masked finfoot (E), greater adjutant (E), lesser adjutant (V) in the Tonlé Sap, Christmas
frigatebird (CR), spotted greenshank (E), Indian skimmer (V) and black-bellied tern (E).

Marine mammals – more than 25 species of marine mammal have been recorded in Cambodian waters.
Of particular concern are the dugong (V), Irrawaddy dolphin (V), the Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin, and
the finless porpoise (V) all of which occur in shallow, inshore waters. There is also a local sub-population
of Irrawaddy dolphin found in the Mekong River which would be of concern should a spill occur on the
river.
Other mammal species found along the coast and in the Tonlé Sap include the hairy-nosed otter (E) which
is found on the Koh Kong coast, the Bassac Marsh and the smooth-coated otter (V), found in similar
habitat.

Marine Reptiles – Cambodia hosts hawksbill (CR), Olive Ridley (V), leatherback (CR subpopulation), green
(E), and loggerhead (V) turtles in varying numbers in its waters. Green and hawksbill are known to nest on
its beaches in June and July. Of the other three species, loggerhead are more commonly seen than Olive
Ridley or leatherback.
Siamese crocodiles (CR) are found largely in freshwater bodies but may be impacted by spills in the Tonlé
Sap and Mekong complex.

Regional Seas
East Asian Seas (Gulf of Thailand)
Pacific Ocean

Past experience
There have been no major oil spills reported in Cambodia.

Response: the role of the authorities
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There is no national oil spill response plan in Cambodia, however, a National Workshop on Oil Spill
Contingency Planning was held in Phnom Phen in 2015. Agencies likely to be involved in spill response
would include the General Department of Transport, the Royal Cambodian Navy (part of the Ministry of
National Defence), the Cambodian National Petroleum Authority, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF) and their Forestry Administration, the Ministry of the Environment, and the Ministry of
Water Resources and Meteorology.

Oiled wildlife response
Formal guidelines?
There are no formal guidelines for oiled wildlife response in Cambodia.

Response objectives and strategy
N/A

Euthanasia or rehabilitation?
Given that there is a government owned wildlife rehabilitation facility in the country, it is likely that
rehabilitation would be allowed. There may be cultural and/or religious considerations regarding
euthanasia.

Impact assessment
It is likely that the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries would be
involved in any impact assessment.

Notification and early response
There is no method for notification of and early response to oil-impacted wildlife in Cambodia.

Wildlife responders
There are no experienced oiled wildlife response groups in Cambodia. There are several wildlife rescue
and rehabilitation groups operating in Cambodia, including the government-owned Phnom Tamao Wildlife
Rescue Centre, but most focus on forest species.
Fauna and Flora International are involved in sea turtle and crocodile rehabilitation and conservation, in
conjunction with the Cambodian Forestry Administration, and may be able to assist with these species.
The Song Saa Foundation is active in marine conservation in the Koh Rong Archipelago, including sea
turtle nesting beach protection and the creation and management of the associated Marine Fisheries
Managed Area.

Cooperation between stakeholders
Cambodia is a signatory to ASEAN-OSRAP, COBSEA, the Trilateral Statement on Joint Response in the
Gulf of Thailand (with Vietnam and Thailand), and active in the GI-SEA Project. Cambodia is a
cosignatory, with Vietnam, to the Treaty on Waterway Transportation to improve safety standards on the
Mekong Delta complex.

Permanent facilities
There are no permanent oiled wildlife care facilities in Cambodia.

Current processes
GI-SEA is working with Cambodia on developing their oil spill contingency procedures.
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Terms and Conditions
These Country Wildlife Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information

obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should,
in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Wildlife Profiles may have

been issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has
 therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

Sea Alarm hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person,
corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance or use of these Country

Wildlife Profiles.
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These Country Wildlife Profiles may be reproduced by any means for noncommercial distribution without
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgment of the source is given and these Terms &

Conditions are reproduced in full.

These Country Wildlife Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of
Sea Alarm Foundation either for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.
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